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Hong Kong is an associate member of the UN:

The HKSAR government has embedded a number 
of SDGs into the territory's long-term planning, with 
a focus on goals addressing urban sustainable 
development. 

There currently is no whole-of-government 
approach to the UN Goals, and no systematic 
reporting.



Active Role of hosting and convening UN related events



https://www.unescap.org/events/north-east-asia-multistakeholder-forum-
sustainable-development-goals



“The  North-East  Asian  subregion  has made  relatively good  
progress  in  achieving  SDGs  1  to 9  compared  with  goals from 
10 to 16, according to the Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress 
Report 2020. North-East Asia is on track or made significant  
progress on no poverty (Goal 1), zero hunger (Goal 2), good health 
and well-being (Goal 3) and quality education (Goal 4) as well as 
clean water and sanitation (Goal 6), affordable and clean energy 
(Goal 7), decent work and economic growth (Goal 8), and industry, 
innovation and infrastructure (Goal 9). On the other hand, the 
subregion needs  to  further  intensify  progress  being  made  in  
income  equality,  women  empowerment,  renewable  energy, 
marine  protected  areas,  forest  coverage,  etc.,  and  make  
spillover  effects  in  their relevant  SDGs  in  the  Decade  of Action 
for accelerating SDGs, starting from 2020.”

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/SDG2020_Concept%20note%2022%20Oct
%202020_revised.pdf

Some progress, but...



Voluntary National, Sub-national, Regional, and 
City Reviews

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/



Global Knowledge Sharing on UN 2030 Goals

“The voluntary national reviews (VNRs) aim to facilitate the sharing of 
experiences, including successes, challenges and lessons learned, 
with a view to accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 

The VNRs also seek to strengthen policies and institutions of 
governments and to mobilize multi-stakeholder support and 
partnerships for the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

This online review platform is dedicated to compiling information from 
countries participating in the voluntary national reviews of the High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable Development.”



Network for international policies and cooperation in education and 
training https://www.norrag.org/  



Hong Kong 2030+ : Planning for a sustainable city

….updaƟng the 
territorial development 
strategy to guide 
planning, land and 
infrastructure 
development and the 
shaping of the built 
environment of Hong 
Kong beyond 2030



Hong Kong 2030+ : Planning for a sustainable city

Various reports 
related to UN 
SDGs, but no 
comprehensive  
assessment of 
goals/achievement 
of all of them.



Hong Kong 2030+ : Planning for a sustainable city



Hong Kong 2030+ : Planning for a sustainable city

“In formulating the Hong Kong 2030+ territorial development strategy, w 
have taken into account international best practices, guidance and 
benchmarking indexes, as well as global megatrends, regional dynamics 
and local circumstances. 
 

Amongst these, we have taken cognisance of the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals and its objectives, 
in particular, goal 11 in making our future cities inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable.”

(HK Planning Department Dec 2017)



InsƟtuƟonal Arrangements

...”we have proposed the 
setting up of a high-level 
steering committee within 
the Government to 
coordinate and prioritise 
the strategic actions in the 
long-term. Furthermore, we 
will also explore the 
adoption of quantifiable 
benchmarks to review and 
gauge the implementation 
of the strategic plan.   

HK Planning Department, Dec 2017 



SDG 1 No Poverty

Chief Secretary MaƩhew 
Cheung Kin-chung insisted 
that government efforts to 
combat poverty had been 
useful, while admiƫng 
there was “not much 
room” for the poverty rate 
to drop significantly in face 
of a rapidly ageing 
populaƟon.SCMP 17 Nov 2017







How could we develop 
a SDG dashboard for 
Hong Kong?

https://www.unsdsn.org/sdg-index-
and-monitoring



 SDG implementation fragmented
  
 No systematic approach
  
 Limited transparency
  
 Accountability not defined
  
  
  
  

Status of UN Goals readiness in Hong Kong





  
  
  

Multi-stakeholder Collaboration – the way forward



Accelerating SDGs in HK

….through collaboration across all sectors of society in HK


