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Crossover of Design Thinking & SDGs 

Two far-reaching waves 

How libraries ride on these 
waves

HKUL’s experimental 
approach

https://steemit.com/phenomenon/@amaliatul/wow-the-phenomenon-of-cross-cross-waves-
in-the-sea-2017815t12019581z



Seminar organized by HK Library Association 
& the Goethe Institut Hongkong (28 Feb 2017)

Professor Ulrich Weinberg (Director, School of Design Thinking at the HPI Hasso Plattner Institute (HPI), Potsdam)
delivering one of the seminar (https://dev.hkla.org/wp-content/uploads/hkla/HKLA-Newsletter-No-101-Apr-
2017.pdf)



IFLA International Advocacy Programme: 
Libraries, Development, & Implementation of 
the UN 2030 Agenda (14-15 May 2018 @HKU)

Ms Ingrid Bon, IFLA Headquarters with 
workshop participants
(https://hkla.org/hkla_news/ifla-
international-advocacy-programme/)



Open Resources for teaching SDGs
• UNESCO Resource Bank for Educators 

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material

• UN Student Resources 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/student-resources/

• Teach SDGs http://www.teachsdgs.org/resources.html

• SDG Academy https://sdgacademy.org/

• The World’s Largest Lesson – Children 
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/

• Oxfam – A Guide for Teachers 
https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/handle/10546/620842

• MUN Impact – A list of resources* 
https://munimpact.org/resources/general-resources-for-students-and-
educators/

• The lazy person’s guide to saving the world 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/takeaction/



How Libraries ride on the waves?
• IFLA - https://www.ifla.org/libraries-

development

• ALA - http://www.ala.org/aboutala/ala-task-
force-united-nations-2030-sustainable-
development-goals

• ALIA - https://www.alia.org.au/advocacy-and-
campaigns/think-global-act-local

• CILIP produced a report on the role of libraries 
in contributing to the delivery of the goals. 
https://www.cilip.org.uk/page/SustainableDeve
lopmentGoalsResources?&hhsearchterms=%22s
dg%22



Our experiment 

https://empathizeit.com/design-thinking-models-stanford-d-school/



Empathise & Define: HKU’s Needs

https://www.sustainability.hku.hk/



HKU Sustainability Report –
What the Libraries have done?

• Since 2015, duplicate copies not used for 6 years or low usage print 
journals with e-version available have been relegated to Xiamen 
University Malaysia Campus.

• Two express scanners installed in the Main Library in 2014 and 2016. 
Up to October 2020, over 1.1 million pages were scanned by the 
devices, equating to a monthly average of 16K pages.

• Discounted rates for duplex printing since September 2015.

• More online registration forms and online library surveys.

• Encourage patrons to fill their reusable bottles at water dispensers as 
part of the Ditch Disposable campaign since December 2017
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Spending on Electronic Contents 
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Ideate, Prototype & Test: 
Physical Environment X Events
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Ideate, Prototype & Test: 
Physical Environment X Events

12









Ideate, Prototype & Test: 
Virtual Environment X Resources

• Reading list for SDGs

• SDG banner exhibition

• Webpage for SDG (https://www.hkulsdg.hku.hk/) 

• The workshop you are attending

• And more to come!



Assess (Activity Levels & Comments)

“Library workshops, classes and 
tutorials help me with my learning and 
research needs” (Narrowest gap in 
2019 user survey: -0.03) 0
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Assess (Societal Impact)
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Reflection

• Reach out to your service recipients

• Focus on a few SDGs at the beginning

• Make use of resources available creatively

• Understand your capacity and strengths

• Join forces to build sustainable partnership (Internal an 
External) and learn from each other



https://steemit.com/phenomenon/@amaliatul/wow-the-phenomenon-of-cross-cross-waves-in-the-sea-
2017815t12019581z

A wonderful world 
to be creAted by 

crossover of
minds


