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Policing in Turbulent Hong Kong (1940-60s):
Witnessed hy Frontline Police Officers
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the hlstory of earller Hong Kong pollcmg was
lost during the Japanese occupation. Should
we not take any action, the history of policing
between the period of 1940s and 1960s would
become a mysiery that could never be verified.

In light of this, the Department of Sociology of
the University of Hong Kong and Hong Kong
Police Old Comrades' Association jointly organize
this exhibition, which is titled "Policing in
Turbulent Hong Kong (1940s-60s). Witnessed
by Frontline Police Officers’. It follows three
themes: (1) Hong Kong policing during the
Japanese occupation; (2) Women in the early
Hong Kong Policing; and (3) CID, Police Reserve
& Air-borne Troops. The uniqueness of this exhibition
is fourfold:

1.The majority of the photographs, objects and
information are from primary sources and this
s thelir first-ever public presentation.

2.The police officers interviewed for this exhibition
had all worked as frontline Chinese officers. Al
the displays are faithful portrayals of what they
saw, heard and experienced during the period
and they were valuable withesses to the
policing history.

3.This exhibition mainly features episodes and
anecdotes that have barely or never entered
the official record of policing.

4.Some of the police officers featured In this
exhibition will be giving two thematic talks to
tell of their first-hand experience of policing.
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B B9E)7< The last order: To flee or to stay?
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Leung Kwok Hung, “We don’t have
any alternatives”
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Tang Kwong, “We’ve got special agents from ‘5 ‘
the mainland to recruit officers” -y
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Japanese troops attacked
Tsimshatsui,December 1941
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Photos of Mr. Chan Biu, who was born in 1900 and
passed away at the age of 59 in 19359.
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Mr. Chan, in his white tunic, was a This photo shows Mr. Chan In
senior pollce officer during the the police uniform of the British
Japanese occupation period. The colonial government.

uniform was characterized b (The year is uncertain)
five-pointed star, the mill ary

emblem, on the cap, the "three-

pin flowers” on the shoulder pad,

and the badge showmgf ‘Police Officer

Kowloon-374" on the left arm.
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The small potato who got big
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Kam Yue Leung, “Every dog has his day”
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Mak Shing Wan, “They executed people on the spot” |
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Tang Kwong, “They did the execution, and then reported to their
heads” 33;
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Gontinued use of Japanese items after liheration
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Mak Shing Wan, “Warrant card authenticated
with Japanese chop”
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This was taken in 1947 outside Tsim Sha Tsui Police Station

Every police officer wore on his chest a fabric badge, which was
the certificate of appointment.
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The gentleman In the photo was a police
officer during the Japanese occupation.
He was awarded four campaign medals

by the Hong Kong colonial government
after liberation.
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Tang Kwong, “PC” & “PCJ”
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8, HIBEINMEBIR FPC, (Police Constable),
HaEAENRAIRY TPCJ; (Police Constable Japan)

eEREE PR

The British flag was re- h0|sted at the
iInternment camp in Hong Kong
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Bt E WEE CHD s Re
— Sister Ten Th e only passing out in white shirt
The first batch of woman police officers
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The first batch of woman police officers started their =/t g

service In CID in various police districts.Nine of them " g
graduated from the Police Training School in Wong pRr e K
Chuk Hang in August 1951. Beating more than two thou- | s
sand applicants, the nine heroines were indeed the ==

creme de la creme. |
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Lam Ol-sze, one of the first
female police officers,
completed a CID training
course held In Sal Ying

Pun Police Station In
1953.
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Lam Oi Sze (Sister Ten),
‘“Heath’s Choice”
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The first group ofiwomen officers were
having a celebration for the New Year
Eve with Ms Hul Kam To, the first-ever
female inspector, and a number of local
and expatriate CID officers in the Kowloon §
CID Headquarters. -
(Notice the writing on the right upper
corner of the blackbeard which reads p
29.11.51 Murder’)
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~ Hoi Si (nicknamed ‘Sister Ten’) AE it “  police course held in Police Training School
was on her way to solve a murder B A recent photo of ‘Sister Ten’ in Wong Chuk Hang. In the photo, she was x

case In Po Toi O. She was the first
female police officer equipped '.
W|th a gun ‘&

greeted by H.W.E. Heath, the Commissioner.
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Duties of woman police officers in 1960s
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Traffic control
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for Commissioner of Police

LEARERR 2D B TR ERE B AR
A policewoman controlling traffic in Central Ms Kwok Siu Fung's police driving license
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Kwok Siu Fung, “Mother for all”
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B8Rk BiEmER, TR Kam To, who started her police

B! | career as a sub-inspector in 1948

BBREEE 52 and retired in 1961.

Looking after an abandoned baby
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Li Yin Mei, ‘“We’re no worse than men”
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Confronting female protestors
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Woman ofﬁcers formed a wall against the
protestors outside Government House In

1967.
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GID, Police Reserve & Air-horne troops
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Recruited police passing out in 1953
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#§ | Luk Kai Lau, “Fate had brought me to the dare-to-die corps”
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The frontline Chinese police officers have
been playing a vital role in preserving law
and order in Hong Kong for more than one
and a half centuries. Whilst these photographs
| contain many personal memories, this exhibition
S - — — also links the past to the present. With its
‘ SO — comprehensive illustration of the hardships
IL%%?%EE%%J%%E@& " 19705 during the.difficunlt_ period of ’Fhe 1940s and the
1960s , this exhibition certainly lays a sound
foundation for the professional development of
the current police force.
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\Woman officers started to receive anti-riot training
In 1970s
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