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Spring Couplets
In the past, most Chinese decorated their front doors with
poetic couplets on vertical strips of red paper with Chinese
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Long forgotten
Chinese New Year customs

Lion Dance
Lions play an important role in Chinese mythology, and
represent power, joy and happiness. Lion dance is a form of

traditional dance in Chinese culture which the Chinese

oelieve that it can bring good fortune and protection from
negative influences. There are two types of Lion dance, the
southern one puts more emphasis on emotions while the
northern one INVolves | Jumpmg rolling, climbing and bowing.
n the dance known as caiging, a lion chases a red packet

(lucky money) symbolizing wealth.

Firecrackers

-irecrackers are commonly used in celebration of holidays
or festivals especially during the Chinese New Year.
-irecrackers are believed to scare off evil spirits and attract
the god of wealth to people's doorsteps. Children liked to
play firecrackers during Spring Festival and the popping
sound of firecrackers is the indication of the arrival of
Chinese New Year. This traditional custom was prohibited

and banned in the city after the riots in 1967/,

Cantonese opera

t was originated at the end of the Ming Dynasty and is
composed of drama and art in different places of China.
Spring Festival was always the peak season for the

Cantonese opera and was very prosperous in the sixties.
Cantonese opera is now going downhill due to the threat of
increasing rent, the government’'s policy on the security of
opera bamboo-sheds and lost interest.




