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“I have a dream that I have arrived in Hong Kong again. It is
midnight when the ship docks at the pier in the pouring rain.”

My View on Su Qing, Eileen Chang
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“Thousand of miles, two years, new things, new people. My
experience in wartime Hong Kong has imposed on me an intimate
and powerful influence, of which I was not aware at the time.”

From the Ashes, Eileen Chang
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This exhibit is organized by the Project for Public Culture (PPC) which is a new project established by HKU's

Journalism and Media Studies Centre. The exhibit is sponsored by Muse magazine and HKU’s Culture and

Humanities Fund.

The PPC is dedicated to enhancing cultural life in Hong Kong and Greater China. As a multi-disciplinary
program, the PPC conducts research and studies on the media, humanities and culture, with a special focus on
Hong Kong and the region. The PPC fosters partnerships between the public and the academe, offering an open
platform for the sharing of ideas and public participation.

Muse magazine is an essential guide to Hong Kong's cultural scene, providing a cultural platform for local artists
and writers to showcase their talents and creativity.
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Acclaimed writer Eileen Chang was admitted to HKU's
Faculty of Arts in 1939, She studied Chinese and English and
excelled academically. When the Japanese occupied Hong
Kong in 1941, Chang was forced to suspend her studies, She
had completed just two years at HKU.

During the Japanese occupation, Hong Kong provided Eileen
with a haven in which to nurture her creativity. She made her
way back to Shanghai in 1942, where, within two years, she
wrote ten short stories and 29 essays. These stories and essays
have been compiled in two publications: Romances and
Written on Water respectively.

Eileen's work is filled with familiar Hong Kong locations,
including Mid Levels, Babington Path, Po Shan Road, The
Repulse Bay Hotel — but particularly The University of Hong
Kong. Eileen's stories largely reflect her life at HKU and her
feelings towards Hong Kong during this period.

She also published a series of short stories dedicated to the
people of Shanghai. Her major works include Love in a Fallen
City, Golden Cangue, Ashes of Eaglewood — The First Burner,
Ashes of Eaglewood — The Second Burner, Romances and
Written on Water. Her first work in English, Chinese Life and
Fashion, was published in 1943. By this time, Eileen had
emerged as a new star on the literary scene.

Ang Lee’s film, “Lust, Caution” is inspired by Eileen Chang’s
short story of the same name. Set in wartime Shanghai, it is
about a group of revolutionary students who plot to
assassinate a rogue politician within the Japanese-backed
Chinese government. The story reflects Chang’s personal
experience during the war years. Part of the mowvie was shot on
location at HKU's Lok Yew Hall and in the classrooms of Main
Hall. HKU students and alumni helped with the set
arrangements, Some also participated in the movie as extras.
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This exhibit, entitled “Eileen Chang: Hong Kong Legend
(1939-41)" showcases some of Eileen's original manuscripts,
as well as different language versions of her books. It also
displays photographs of the author and some of her personal
documents. Also on display is a hitherto unseen personal

notebook of Eileen.

We hope that visitors to this exhibit will be inspired by Eileen’s

experiences and appreciate how her days at The University of

Hong Kong sealed her ties with Hong Kong forever, and were

50 key to her literary development.
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“In 1943, she started publishing a series of short stories like The
Golden Cangue {44 5.} , Love in a Fallen City {837 8}
and Shutdown {4t 5{} which won her instant fame in the
literary world. Chang is a versatile writer, producing stage and
screenplays with distinctive wit and feminine style. Her works
has continuously been adapted into plays and films and her
influence continues, as witnessed by the numerous conferences
and studies on her writings.”

Growing with Hong Kong: The University and its Graduates
-The First 90 Years

“Eileen Chang is justifiably regarded as one of the greatest and
most influential Chinese novelists and prose writers of the 20th
century. The JMSC's exhibition on Chang is a significant
cultural event and its academic importance is not in question.
Muse, as an essential guide to Hong Kong culture, is proud to be

the sole sponsor of this event.”

Perry Lam, Editorial Director, Muse
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Eileen Chang (1920-1995)

19200 Born in Shanghai on September 30. Named Zhang
Ying at birth. Was renamed Eileen (Ailing) at the age of

10)

19300 Chang’s parents divorced

1931 Entered St. Maria Hall, Shanghai

1932-33 Two of her articles were published in her school
magazine

1939 Eileen was admitted to HKU, Faculty of Arts. During
first year at HKU, article entitled My Dream as a Genius
won a special prize in Shanghai’s West Breeze magazine

1941 Hong Kong under Japan's occupation forced her to
return to Shanghai

1942 Arrived in Shanghai and devoted herself to writing
1943 First English article Chinese Life and Fashion published

1944 Romances published — a collection of ten short stories
Married Hu Lancheng

1945 Written on Water published. First collection of 29
essays. Love in a Fallen City was performed on
stage in Shanghai

1947 Divorced

1952 Migrated to Hong Kong, worked for the United States
Information Agency as a translator

1954 Naked Earth Love and The Rice Sprout Song published

1955 Migrated back to the U.S., wrote film scripts for Motion
Pictures & General Investment company

1956 Married American scriptwriter Ferdinand Reyher
1966 The Rouge of the North published
1967 Reyher died

1969 Eighteen Springs published
Worked for the China Research Center of Berkeley
University, USA

1973 Moved to Los Angeles

1976-94 A series of works published, including the Sing-Song
Girls of Shanghai, The Selection of Emerson,
Nightmare of the Red Chamber

1995 Died in apartment in Los Angeles



