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Some Quotes on
Professor

FS.Drake ( MM )

The author of this important study, Mr. Jao Tsung-i, is one of those versatile scholars that China delights in producing

from time
divergent

to time. While he was still in his thirties, Mr. Jao had already come

to the front rank in @ number of very

fields of study. Son of a famous scholar of Ch’ao-chou JEA and early familiar with books, he was

appointed chief editor in the revision of the official topography of his home
 ocal History of Ch’ao-chou) BN & 1 in 1948. This massive work, published in twenty volumes, followed by
DAPErs on various archaeological, h|stor'ca| and linguistic subjects in Chi

prefecture, Ch’ao-chou Chih (The

nese journals, established Mr. Jao's

reputation as a scholar. In 1952 he was appointed to the staff of the Department of Chinese at the University of Hong

teaching,

<ong, first

as Assistant Lecturer, then as Lecturer in Chinese Literature. In

addition of carrying a heavy load of

VIr. Jao pursued researches simultaneously in such diverse subjects as the oracle bones, the Tun-huang

manuscripts, and Sung lyrical verse, the results of which he published consecutively in various sinological journals in
ong Kong and Japan. Form 1956 he attended several sinological conferences in France, Germany and ltaly,

Taiwan,

and laid the foundations of his internationa
the collection of the published inscriptions on the oracle bones, and though he
he published in 1959 two large volumes on the Oracle bone diviners of the Yin Dynasty E&X, &

for a time,

NAW)IBEZE (Hong Kong University Press) which attracted the attention of

1962 on the recommendation of Professor Paul Demiéville Mr. Jao received t

the Stanislaus Julien Prize.

reputation. For many years he was engaged in comprehensive plan for

had to abandon the complete scheme

- scholars in all parts of the world. In

ne singular distinction of the award of

Mr. Jao's studies in Tz'U (lyrical verse) commenced in 1941, with his participation in the vast unpublished
compilation by many scholars of a Complete Collation of Tz'ti of the Ts’ing Dynasty 4 55a%). This was

Professor

followed by his Introduction of the study of Documents Relating to Tzt %=1 included in the

iterature section of the Local History of Ch’ao-chou #MNEZ X in 1948. In 1957 Mr. Jao was invited by
Balazs to participate in the Sung project initiated in Paris, and undertook to write the “explanations to the

separate titles” ##& in the compilation.

Extract of the “Foreword to T'seu tsi k'ao” ( {FAIFE=Z) )
The Study of Dramatic Poetry and Music

Chair Professor,

ead of Department of Chinese, HKU

-S.Drake  ( 7MEILL )
30th November 1962

This book is the first installment of a comprehensive study of the whole genre of tz'U and its literature which will place

ng richness of Professor Jao's scholarship at the disposal of every student of Chinese literature.

the amazi

Vr. Ja
terary, m

represent

“breathless with wo

neld at Munich prior to the
Archaeology”. His publis

Extract from the “Critisicm on T'seu tsi k'ao” ( FAZE=) )
Chair Professor of Chinese, Oxford university

David Hawkes ( ZE &)
1965

archaeological, geographical, and philological. To the XXIVth
onference of Sinologues of t
orks on the Chu TZ'U and
anifold researches. Indee
azement.

but a fracti

I
+

word to the Influence

¥

h( TZ'U on Lyric Poetry, Dramatic Poetry and Music”

larly interested in the culture of the ancient state of Chl, which he has studied from various angles:

International Congress of Orientalists

 same year, he had given a talk on “Ch TZ'U and
ated subjects form an impressive list, although they
IS Indefatigable industry and prolific output leave on

( << ﬁ?gﬁinj #éﬁz» )
James J.Y. Liu (BI& &)

ApnlL R




Jao Isung-i

Professor Jao Tsung-i is one of the most eminent Chinese scholars of today. He has made important contribution in
various fields of study ranging from Palaesgraphy to literature and the history of art and music. But he is more than
just a scholar, for he is also poet, musician, painter and calligrapher. He has made valuable studies on great works of
art and literature of the past, and he himself stands directly in the tradition of literati artists which has played such a
central role in Chinese culture for the past thousand years. In this long succession of studies and learns from what
goes before him and each in turns is studied and provides the model for the next generation.

)

Extract from the “Preface to the Exhibition of Prof. Jao Tsung-I's Paintings”
Brook Russell Sator Chairman, Department of Asia Art,

The Metropolitan Museum of Art

James C.Y. Watt (J&£&1Z)

Professor Paul Demiéville (1894 - 1979), the eminent European Sinologist, wrote of Jao in the preface to Le
Recuell Du Lac Noir (Poems of the Black Lake, Asiatische Studien / Etudes Asiatiques, No.22, 1968), a collection of
poems Jao wrote during his sojourn with Demiéville in Switzerland, 1966:

He is one of the greatest living Sinologists. From history to geography, linguistics to palaeontology,
from literary criticism to musicology, there is hardly an area in which he has not made proof of the
mastery that gave him international renown. His scientific work, the encyclopaedic character of
which is in the best tradition of Chinese erudition, was hailed by the Institute of France. He is also

an accomplished poet, painter and musician, in particular the qin, the classical zither with seven
strings.

Born in 1917/, Jao is a native of Chaoan district, Guangdong province. his early career involved research at
/hongshan University. Since coming to Hong Kong in 1949, he has taught Chinese studies (language, literature,
history, philosophy and religion) at the University of Hong Kong (1952-1968), the University of Singapore
(1968-19/3) and the Chinese University of Hong Kong (1973-1978). As visiting professor, he has lectured at Yale
University (1970-71) and Kyoto University (1980). His widely acclaimed scholarship has won him the prestigious
Stanislas Julien prize awarded by the Institute of France in 1962, honorary membership to the Asiatic Society of
~rance in 1980, and the honorary Doctor of Letters degree conterred by the University of Hong Kong in 1982,

Extract from “The Paintings of Jao Tsung-i”

Associate Professor, Department of Art,
University of Virginia
Dorothy C.F. Wong (FE &%)

| LE RECUEIL DU LAC NOIR

Traduits par Paul Demiéville
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