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Setting up in 1842 with a few small boats, the marine police have gone through more than 160 years of dedicated work
to develop a highly professional law enforcement unit in Hong Kong waters. In the early years, it was mainly responsible
for regulating trade vessels in the harbour, combating piracy, resisting Japanese occupation, and dealing with Chinese and
Vietnamese illegal immigrants. In the recent decades, its main duty is more on law and order maintenance, addressing
China-Hong Kong anti-smuggling activities and safety of the borders and remote areas of Hong Kong territory. Regardless
of the importance of marine police to Hong Kong, the records and documents about this police unit are very scarce and thus
with limited general public's understanding.

In light of this, the Department of Sociology of the University of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Marine Police Retirees'
Association jointly organize this exhibition, which is titled 'Hong Kong Marine Police (1940-1980s). There are seven themes
addressed, namely: (1) The birth of a police force on water; (2) Post-war marine police; (3) Training and duties; (4) lllegal
immigrants and boat people; (5) Marine police, Royal Navy and land police ; (6) Women in marine police and (7) Life on a
marine police launch: rituals and anecdotes.

This exhibition is extraordinary with the following uniqueness:

(1) The majority of the photographs, objects and information are from primary sources, and this is their first-ever public

presentation.

(2) The police officers interviewed for this exhibition had all worked as frontline marine police officers. All the displays
are faithful portrayals of what they saw, heard and experienced during the period of their frontline service. These
interviewees are the valuable witnesses to the history truly.

(3) This exhibition features episodes and anecdotes that are rarely recorded or never marked in the official police history.

(4) Some of the police officers featured in this exhibition are invited to share their first-hand experience of marine policing
iIn a thematic talk.
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Establlshment of the Water Pollce
In 1842, Sir

Henry Pottinger,

Sl s : t he G overnor at
LT | that time, appointed
William Caine as
Police Magistrate

and William Pedder
as Marine Magistrate
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There were many British naval ships in Victoria Harbour in
1906. The naval base was located in Central.

to enforce law and

order on land and
sea respectively. It
marks the beginning of the Hong Kong Water Police. During the time,
the water police operates in a very small scale with several sampans
only for harbour patrolling. The area out of Hong Kong harbour was
managed by the British Royal Navy. During World War |l, Japanese
army took over all marine police launches and established a new
marine police unit. In the past, almost all staff in the police launches
was technicians. The first batch of marine policemen was officially
recruited and trained in 1948. Since then, the marine police have
gradually developed as a professional law enforcement force in Hong
Kong waterways.
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CHEUNG Sik-hung :

We used to be called "Water" Policel
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41 [Water Police] % & [Marine Police] o |
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FEIKERY R i%?ﬁ%“Water Police" © 19505 % 7 B A&"Marine Police".
In early days "Water Police" was the official English name. It changed to "Marine Police" in the

1950s.
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This is the "Police Launch No. 1" which came into service in 1946.
According to an officer who worked on this launch, it moved only about 5-6

nautical miles per hour. It took half a day from Central to Tai O on Lantau 3
Island. Due to its slowness, the officers on this launch had to be on duty for
four consecutive days and then a day off on land. Such duty roster went on
until the inauguration of new launches in the 1960s and 1970s.
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In 1930s the Hong Kong Police established the "Anti-Piracy
Guard". It recruited about 30 White Russians to join the
Shandong and Indian counterparts.
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LAl Wun-wing : Pigeon communications
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White Russians as anti-piracy guards
In the 1930s the Hong Kong Police recruited about 30 "White'

Russians to be anti-piracy guards. Those Russians originally were
members of the anti-communist movement in the Siberian region of
Russia. Their rich experience in combat was valued by the Hong
Kong Police and so employed to support the anti-piracy initiatives.
During World War |l, some of these White Russian officers were
sent to internment camps in Stanley by the Japanese, same as
their British counterparts. After the War, four of the White Russian
officers continued to serve the marine police and were promoted to
be inspectors. In the 1950s, most of them stationed at the Harbour
Police Station, mainly responsible for inspecting ships in the Victoria
Harbour.
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. 19374 o
. A pre-war police launch
in 1937.
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This is a pigeon roost hanging on a wall in the Marine
Police Headquarters in Tsim Sha Tsui. In early times
pigeons were the only means of communication
between the Marine Police Headquarters and
the harbour patrol units. After the pigeons were
replaced by modern
telecommunications
equipment, they
were still fed by
the marine police
officers until the
Headquarters was
relocated to its

current site in Sai
Wan Ho in 1996.
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"Marine Police"” or "Navy"?

Before 1963, although marine police and the land police were
both part of the Hong Kong Police, many people thought that the
marine police were not part of the police force and considered it as
"Navy". In fact, there were separate recruitment processes in both
divisions. Applicants had to declare their inclination at the recruitment

centres.
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LAU Kal-fat : | had just applied for marine security |
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Mr. LAU Kai-fat worked in the
control room in the Marine
Police Headquarters in 1954.
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Disposal of arms at sea
After the surrender of Japan in 1945, the British Government

resumed sovereignty over Hong Kong. Marine police assisted
clearing mines in the Victoria Harbour and handled a large number
of arms abandoned during the War. It was frequently instructed to
transport the abandoned or confiscated arms, like guns and bombs,
to designated sites in the eastern part of the sea territory, and
disposed them in deep waters.
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CHAN Cheong : "Garbage dumping” duty
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1955 [KE—R] ZBABER °
All staff in the Police Launch No.1 in 1955.

Deporting criminals by sea
Apart from dumping abandoned arms, the marine police also had

to deport criminals from Hong Kong. When the Government needed
a covert deportation, they would employ private shipping companies.
Those classified as persona non grata would be escorted to a half-
concealed cabin and given a loaf of bread and several cigarettes.
Under the surveillance of a marine police launch, the wooden boat
carrying the deportees would head to Mirs Bay, where the deportees
were put onto small boats to land on the Chinese coast. When the
officers on the launch made sure the operation was completed, the
lJaunch would leave the scene.

K& - BE AT B2
CHAN Cheong ,:

“ﬁ
E"\

\

The most unpleasant duties G 5
(LY FMGIA > BELEHA > THEE l/

HARE WA~ A E Klﬁéﬁkﬁqﬁtimﬁi%?ﬁ

R ﬁﬂFﬂ%%ﬂﬁ%E Bt AP A 3 B A AR 4R e R éﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ?& )

Mg — LEEXA NP EAEBNER > EEHEB AR

e g R ek st o T A /DE = e &1FEEKE5LM%#MF3M¢§%1Q
8> FHBFRBN KARF L T BT ALA LS Lo

Kﬂéfﬁﬁ

1949F FEBES F& » PEARENBIBFEREBRBUSTIRE
ENEERENYTEEMAEEE  BEFEERMEKIZINI0ZRER
L o Eﬂ-ir%ﬁéf% VB RBNFEBEH REEMPANEE » B
SRKEBRHBTRE - BREBNESHP » ESEHERBRZA—EEE
REMRENZE - AIEEEFEZEAFAIE » TEETHZHEREA
EETEHME > FrLUSEEIERERIE 7 KE o

LI

Marine police guarded over the aircrafts
After the change of the Chinese sovereignty in 1949, the newly

established PRC Government requested the Hong Kong Government
to protect all properties belonging to the ' |

S

Civil Aviation of China that remained = =
in Hong Kong, including more than &
30 aircrafts left at Kai Tak Airport.
However, the Nationalist Government -
who had moved to Taiwan claimed that Sz
those aircrafts were their property, and "_"*_{-_;;i -'"

asked the Hong Kong Government to
return them to her. Before the issue g2 rm=2g)

 TA19504 o
was settled, the safety of the aircrafts Police Launch No. 3in1350.

had to be secured. Perhaps the land police did not have enough

manpower to guard these aircrafts, the job was thus assigned to the
marine police.

& AT T BE A RA
CHAN Cheong : | was assigned to guard the

aircrafts for Several months!
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1949F RPDIAKEAIMERBABSRE °
A group photo taken in the Marine Police
Headquarters in 1949.
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Senior officers inspected the marine police in Tsim Sha
~ Tsui Marine Police Headquarters.
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-— 'ﬂz Al AR o k = Y Control room in Tsim Sha Tsui Marine Police The marine officers inspected the vehicles in
2| 46 = = 5 A R 2R Headquarters in 1962. Lantau in the 1960s.
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Eﬁﬂ)ﬂf& IR 'ﬂz 0 Ship mechanics working in a police launch in the early 1960s. RERHEA EHREA Ui K% {i ?EM S i7k%-$ﬁt__1’ﬁﬂﬁﬂ—
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Basic Deck and Engine Room Training BRIFEVEERRE MBI NWI/ER - WERZFAME o -

After completing the basic police training at the Police Training  f§ O X123k E B Z
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School, marine police trainee would receive an extra 4-week training
on marine policing. The training was divided into two main parts. Work on a marine police launch

Apart from the work on the launch deck, maritime ordinances and A small police launch would need a crew of 6 to 10; a medium
telecommunications, they also needed to acquire basic knowledge of  |aunch 10 to 18 and a large launch more than 20. The marine police
ship handling and marine engineering. was responsible for not only maintaining the law and order within
Hong Kong waters, but also searching vessels and inspecting

Pﬁ%ﬁ )fEé 342 1'7|K7\ E m A F’%/ﬁ?ﬂi ! licenses, participating in rescue operations, searching for missing
CHAN Fuk-kan : persons, patrolling on outlying islands and remote villages etc. The
Unable to swim even at the time | retired! officers also had to perform cleaning and maintenance activities on

| REZTRAB/KEANR - RERMAE - BHE  poard. Sometimes even carpentry work was required. As a result, ’ m_
A E R KN A B o M K AE AR AT A marine police uniforms were not often worn. The officers would wear ¥ W
< Vﬁ\’ HERARTNEFEAN  BATERKFIKIE LS special blue overalls that resembled Zhong-shan style clothing. |
s Dy RAEANRHLEER  RRRLF L FHAME  Those who worked in the engine rooms wore a single piece outfit with
L VHRSE 2 7}<’ﬂ2 KAEKE T V302 4F > 2| BRI AERHF 3 pair of white canvas shoes. Officers normally wore the full set of
Pk o ?RWW:T: IR AR [EAR] RIS > KEBKE AR LEE marine police uniform only when they changed duty or in important
o AR T 2R HEATREEEHIK o occasions.
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"Police Launch No.1" et - | i' ? e

discharged duty iIn

Victoria Harbour. - —
MAEH. R R R TR R 97K B 4 B
| \ } ”‘“‘” \T' / The marine police uniform in different times and for different posts
oo ' WEZE
| "' from right to left
1) 1980F &4 £ E{ERIHIAR
The working uniform for launch duty in 1980
2) 60FERER - EEWNITIER
The working uniform for launch duty in the 1960s
3) BOF A IKE/ME R Bx & B X I AR
The camouflage uniform for the Small Boat Unit in the 1980s
4) K% 5) A0ETOFRKEZEER XFHIAR |
The summer and winter uniforms between the 1940s and 1970s
6) K& /MR 2 Fl AR
Uniform of the Small Boat Unit
7) 0F R 2K EHIR - REE—&K
The marine police uniform was same as the one of the land police in
the1990s :
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L. LOK Tak-chi: Duty roster and "on watch'
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Ship engineer changed to disciplinary force
In 1948, the marine police decided to incorporate all positions

on the deck into the disciplined force, but ship mechanics were still
not considered as policemen as they did not receive any police
training. In 1964, the marine police underwent another restructuring
by sending all ship mechanics to the police training school. The
ship mechanics were given a rank within the police establishment
after passing out and were named 'police launch mechanic'. In other
words, all positions in the launch except the chef, including captain,
crew members and even launch mechanics, were regarded as
policemen.

R K b B IE R Ak

TONG Shlng viu : Civil Post to Uniformed Post
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BM1965F 12 A4 B RIKEEHI BB 7 &%

The 7th Graduation Passing Out Parade on 4 December 1965 (Conversion class).

1950 FE R FLKETIERIME o

Marine police in working dress on a

police launch in the 1950s.

1950 F KM KEFFKFE HELOEE R
ERER BB EMELL

The uniform of marine police in the 1950s was
a white sailor's uniform with white sailor's hat,
which was similar to the British Royal Navy.

Jl%x AIRPHVKESZE  fNETFARAEAE

All marine police trainees wore white belts.
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S . NG i) A group of female illegal immigrants from Mainland China were
i Ry (L RS LSRR, T T arrested and ordered to sit in a police launch.
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A wave of illegal immigration from P kBT P E G R E A awﬁ%  RBEAE AR
Mainland China AR R E AT EEIEE — P R o

In the late 1950s, the Mainland Chinese Government launched
the "Great Leap Forward" campaign, resulting in serious famine in = Jk #& : X 3 X 7% W ¥ 1% &

villages; tens of thousands of Chinese residents in coastal areas k() Wlﬂg kit - Different measures for dealing
started to flee from their homes to Hong Kong via both land and sea. with f Qatng dead bodies
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"Halt-walk-half-swim" to enter Hong Kong ‘ B3 ER AR > BB e B LA 2R ) R BE R B R K 0 T B A
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1966 F HE A M BB AL KFE » BBKEKS [FHER] AYF
Bt ESLKREERATIR KEAEREEHEREZIFLS Viethamese Refugees
FITERIE o The Vietnamese refugees emerged at the
time when Saigon, the capital of South Vietnam, 1%9%3}:;& ;TEE@E « YO
The"corpse-pickers” during the was captured by Vietnam's People's Army from Kk&EEit - '
. _ Marine police arrested a
Cultural Revolution the North in 1975. From the late 1970s to the pair of lovers attempting

to enter Hong Kong
illegally in the 1960s.
the Hong Kong marine police became major "corpse-pickers”. At  refugees fled to Hong Kong in search of political The lovers were then

: : : . R sent to the Tai Lam
that time, dead bodies were often found floating in the sea within  asylum. Marine Police Base.

In 1966, when Mainland China started the Cultural Revolution, early 1980s, a large number of those Viethamese

Hong Kong territory. It was the responsibility of the marine police
to bring the corpses to land for further handling by other relevant
parties.
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KO Wing-kit : Special skills to deal with

floating dead bodies
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The illegal immigrants from Mainland China in the 1970s tied up some inflatable materials, such
as floating rubber rings, to make small boats for fleeing to Hong Kong by sea.
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Several Mainland Chinese illegal
iImmigrants, who took a hand-
made boat to enter Hong Kong
waters, were caught by marine
police.
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Btk - v
Several mainland Chinese illegal
immigrants swan to Hong Kong
waters.
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LUl Ching : Not "f*efugees or "boat people but "rotten guys'
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A group of Vietnamese boat people were arrested.
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All these three photos feature illegal
Chinese immigrants in 1979. Marine police
were carrying anti-illegal immigration
duties by the launch MD 41. The vessel
originally supported postal services and
was designed with an extra large cabin for
storage of mails. In the peak period of illegal
iImmigration, the vessel was deployed In
marine police colours. It was also the time
when there was a severe lack of manpower
In marine police and sometimes a small
number of officers had to cope with tens of
illegal immigrants. The marine police thus
ordered the illegal immigrants to head down
and put their hands on their heads for the
ease of management.
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On 24th December 1978 the ship "Huey Fong~ carried more than 3,000 Vietnamese
refugees to Hong Kong.
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In 1979, the cargo ship "Skyluck"
carried more than 2,800 Viethamese
refugees to Hong Kong.
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In 1989 Tai A Chau was selected as a temporary refugee detention centre.
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Some pregnant refugees could not wait for a doctor to give birth to their
children. The baby deliveries were instead assisted by the policewomen.
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The Chinese illegal immigrants in 1970s were mainly men, and it was not common to have
the whole family crossing the border. They came to Hong Kong from the coastal area of
Guangdong Province by primitive small boats, raft, floating balls and rubber rings. The
illegal immigrants caught by the marine police were detained temporarily in the base and
repatriated to Mainland China by the land police.

1970¢1tﬁ|ﬂ1§ﬁﬂ%}§zﬁﬁiéﬂﬁtlﬂlWi&{AFAiﬁ%&#ﬁélJ HANELE - ARRERAM
In the mid / late 1970s the illegal immigrants caught by the police would be escorted to Lo
Wu and then repatriated to Mainland China.
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Quite a number of Vietnamese refugees were of
Chinese origin and could speak fluent Cantonese.
In the photo, the Viethamese on the ship took the
role of interpreter for Hong Kong Police and other
non-Cantonese speaking refugees.

During the late 1970s and 1980s a lot of Viethamese refugees flee to Hong Kong by different types of boats.




[ fIiE | BISERZE
R ELZMEASR  BESREBRNERG  KEHSH

1374
EEMN [fE] (ZBEE5) EXE - BES4
| THEEDBEFOTAEBR  £1960F

Ae JT £ /M AE
E FEENZMEAE  ERRETNEINES -
/|E 0

1 1E

L
CIKE
1% B iR

(g

From female searchers (auntie)

to land policewomen on loan
When policewomen were first recruited, all were land police

and there was no marine policewoman. When the marine police
encountered cases related to women or children, they would ask
for the support of female searchers, called as aunties, from outlying
iIsland police stations. However, as workload was increasing, those
aunties no longer completely met the uprising need. In the 1960s land
policewomen were sent on-loan to the marine police and stationed
in different outlying islands to handle cases related to women or
children.
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Going from land to marine police
The Hong Kong police first recruited land policewomen to join

the marine police in 1977. The first group was 20 policewomen
who, upon the conversion, received professional training in wireless
communication. After the training was completed, they were deployed
In the marine police control centre, responsible for the communication
between launches and between the Hong Kong police and other
law enforcement authorities outside the territory. At that time, good
English language skill was a must for the marine policewomen
because of the adoption of Morse code in wireless communication
and the need to communicate with officials from outside the territory.
Computational and analytical abilities were also essential.
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A marine policewoman was learning how to steer a police launch.
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Six female police cadets were selected to
become the first group of marine policewomen
graduated from the Police Training School in
1977.
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Mui Wo Police Station in 1966. The most right one in the first row was a female searcher, also known as "Auntie".
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The first 6 female marine police cadets
received training with other male trainee.
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A woman police Inspector led the six female
police cadets to get the first-hand experience
on a police launch.
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After training, one of the marine policewomen

worked in the control room.
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Prostrate Bow of ship as launching ceremony in 1972.

A OABHZKER
Eﬂﬁf‘ YRR

License inspection by 2
marine policewomen in 8

harbour.
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The first marine policewomen graduated

from the Police Training School
Among the policewomen undergoing training in the Police

Training School (PTS) Iin 1977, six were selected to join the marine
police. Upon passing-out, they were sent to the marine police training
school for one-month basic training and then started working on the
lJaunches.
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TUNG Shuk-yi : | wore beret and worked

on a police launch
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A trained marine
policewoman worked in the
control room. After a while,
she was transferred to work
In the engine room of launch.
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The first 6 marine policewomen and their instructor.
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A marine policewoman was performing her duty in the Victoria Harbour.
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The first 2 marine policewomen J\)
were assigned to work in a

large police launch in outer—  §&¥

waters. .
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Prostrate Bow of Ship as

Launching Ceremony
Whenever a marine police launch had completed large-scale

maintenance and returned to the sea, there was a special ritual.
Officers of commissioner level would go on board and sail to waters
nearby Tin Hau Temple and turn three rounds in order to seek for
smoothness in the coming days.
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Enjoying a meal on a police launch
For land police, the officers had their meals in the canteens in

police stations. Marine police officers however enjoyed their meal in
a unique way because of their less spacious working environment. In
the early times, there was only one small dining table for expatriate
iInspectors and no proper table was provided to other officers in the
police launches. To deal with the unforgiving strong waves that may
ruin their meals, they came up with an intelligent way of eating.
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Meal time in a modern police launch.

2002F EREEREBEAETIHFEREBENKE -
In 2002, Commissioner Tsang Yam-pui conducted the launching
~ceremony.
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"Move Back & Forth" during the meals
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Sleeping in a police launch
The marine police nowadays are supported by a modernized

fleet equipped with all the necessary facilities. However, there was
no fixed bed for officers in the police launches before 1960s. Each
officer was instead given a hammock bed. That temporary small bed
was actually just a piece of canvas tied to the cabin with ropes on
one side and with metallic chains on the other side. Anyone sleeping
in that bed would be thrown on the floor if he was not alert enough
under strong waves.
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CHAN Fuk-kan : Unable to Sleep Well
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In early days there was no Chinese
name for police launches. In the 1980's
the new "Daman" police launches
started to have Chinese names.

ﬁm*ﬂf%ﬁﬁ -
Marine Police seized the tools of taking opium, with- the police Iaunch u
hammock at the back, in 1972. [ )
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Marine police speed boat. The newest patrol craft of marine police. The law enforcing officers from Mainland China visited marine police

iIn Hong Kong.
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The marine police shares the same responsibility as the land
police such as upholding the rule of law, preventing and detecting
crime, and safeguarding and protecting life and property. In the
last fifty years, the marine police faced different new challenges in
different decades. In the early 1960s, they had to handle a large
number of refugees coming from mainland China. In the period of the
1967 riots, they were called to support the anti-riot duties of the land
police. In the late 1970s, there was a large influx of Viethnamese boat
people. Meanwhile, they needed to face numerous illegal immigrants
from mainland China. Until the mid 1980s to the early 1990s, the e el | " oa-
marine police had to respond to the rampant marine smuggling. kmgueagﬁmgwéggﬂ 1*-‘=-‘,£&9|\§£é£'§73/\1965;_]§73/\j(' KEEE iﬂj

The first grade-A sergeant Lam Kam-chuen and 3 senior expatriate officers in the Tai Po
Kau Marine Police Base in 1965.

police have become a professional force for maintaining the integrity N

After the British Navy withdrew from Hong Kong in 1997, the marine

of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region water boundary.
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E%L\E'{ﬂﬁﬂ’]} AIRBHES  BNER o A group of retired Chinese and expatriate officers visited the former Marine Police
A bullet mark was left in the screen of a smuggling speed boat. Headquarters in Tsim Sha Tsui in 2009. The wooden pigeon coops were still there.
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A police launch in the 1970s.




