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On 3vrd Jan, 1841, Anerican
Thomas Scott Balduin nade his
balloon ascent successtully
Gt the Race Lourse, Happy
Valley for the first tine.
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On 18th March, 1911, Belgian aviator Charles Van den
Born flew a Farnan biplane successtully fron the Sha
Tin tidal ftiats ¢mear Sha Tin Toun Halld, wuriting
doun ¢ neu page of history of tirst pouvered f1ight
in Hong Kong.
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On 3Ist May, 16924, Anerican Havrvy Abbott nade a fivst
flying vecord in Kai Tak. To develop the Gviation
business betueen tong Kong and Ching, Abhott founded
Cormercial Alr Company next year. He also operated
the Abbott School of Aviation by venting G vacant
space of Kai Tack Bund for ahbout 60 acres.
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0n 2dth March, 1636, a hiplane of Imperial Airuays,
Darado, {anded on Kai Tak Airport fron London for the
fivst time. This uas G nilestone of the Gviation
developnent in Hong Kong.
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Berthing at the port uas not G ship but a lavge scale
of seaplane in 1G30s. The phote shous G seaplane of
Pan American Uorld Aivoays, fong Kong Clipper, nooved
to Kai Tak pier in 1437 uhere located on the southern
shove of the airport.

T

B2 DENORFIRFRRIRE
130 BREDEE B - £ LA
DOBELANE - NUNSEAEELED
BELENAWES - 13RERIY)
RESERNHBRABEHEEBER
REB o

v

An aerial view of yunuay |13 (near the threshold of
Kai Tak Airport during the period of Japan occupation.
A Japanese control touer (top lefd) uas located near
the curvent Peck Pavilion of Choi Hung Road
Piayground. The threshoid (ocation of runuay 13 was

near the current tong Kong Exaninations and Assessrent
Authority in San Po Kong.

o
ol
Oy

RMUBMIIFEIG6ESE) O > BIFGFIUO - BIHAREBNOKE)
NOBEMEEBEIM - DRESRRU BT BAURIC-IBEETNIRE
B2 B TN, Betsy) - BEITHMMIRBUR-HOB o

Civil Aviation Departrent 0as established on Ist May 1646,
Cathay Pacitic Aivuays, the former Roy Farvell Inport-Export
Conpany, was vegistered in Hong Kong on 24th Septenber in
the sane vear. Tha first NC-3 plane of Cathay Pacitic wGs
ngned as Betsy 0ith registered no. of VR-DB.
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On 12th September (G658, the then governoy Sir Ronert Black
officiated the opening ceremony of runuay 13/31 Tn Kai Tak
Airport. The vunuay was B3¢0 feet long and 200 feet vide.
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The 6th generation of termingl huliding, at & cost of 16
million doliars, OGS opened on 2nd Novemher, 1G62. It hecane
the most modern and most gdvanced Givport in Asia. The
governnent Intended to nare 1t as  “Queen Elizaheth Terningi
Buitding” but this plan vas dropped later. The picture
shous the ual! at the entrance of the arvival hall printing
oith  “Hong Kong <Kai Tak> Aivport” .



FEIGIELR) 11O - BRBEN)IZEBEREBRIRA
13- BERESA "EEHE, « (REWE, NI
EMERENNAEERH - DEDBCWRR - &
BB~ RRESSE - ERDREFEIHHRBS -

On 11th April, 1670, the first Boeing 747 Jumho
Jet landed on Kal Tak Airport. Described as
“Queen of the skies” or ‘nagic carpet” hack
then, this N748PA Jumbo Jet fleuw fron Los
Angeles to Hong Kong, passing over Honofulu and
Tokyo. It uas nou parking adiacent to the first
aircraft loading bridge.
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On 5 Nov 1676, Concorde supersonic passengey
airiiner landed on Kai Tak Afrport for the
first tine.
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In Oct 168G, Hong Kong Governnent decided to
build a6 neu aivport at Chek Lap Kok, Lantau
North to cater for the future port and urban
developnent plans.
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In nid 1655, @ Boeing 777 of China Southern
Aivlines was lou-tlying over Kouloon City and
uas going to land on Kai Tak Aivport. This
scene can onty he found from the old photos
today. According to the vesidents living undeyr
the flying aiverafts, there uas G exaggerated
saying arong then — “people could get an
Girplane doun aith 6 hanboo stick gt the higher
stovey of g building.”
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In 1447, passenger volume and cargo tonnage of Kai Tak
ATrport had exceeded 28 nitlion and 1. 79 nillion
respectively. Kai Tak Aivport vanked the third of
interngtional passengey, and the top one of internationdl
carge tonnage in the vorid.
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On 6th July 1498, the former Divector of Civil Avigtion,
Mr. R A Stege! aelivered G speach in the Iight-out cerenony
of Kai Tak Rivport. At 0l:17an, after his Iast vords of
“Goodbye Kai Tak and thank you [, all the airfield ground
Tghting was turned off marking the closure of Kai Tak
Alrport.
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tong Kong International Airport, costing nove than HK$I0
pillion and cavering 1, 255 hectares was official!ly opened
on 6th July, 14968, There are too vunuays (north and south,
egeh 3,800 meters long. The vunuay capacity 1s 5§ flights
per hour during peak periods.
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On 18th Nov 2006, the largest passenger airliner A380
landed on Hong Kong Internationa! Airport for the first
tine. Airbus selected ten main Givports in the vorld
inctuding Hong Kong International Afrport for G numher of
technical testing and flight certification.
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In Dec 2010, passenger volune and cargo tonnage of Hong
Kong International Aivport (HKIAY had exceeded the 50
nillTon and 4 nifiion respectively for the first time,
setting new annual records. HKIA vanked the top three out
of international passengers, and the top one of
interngtional cargo tonnage in the world.
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