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INTRODUCTION

After the fall of Hong Kong to the Japanese in 1941, Colonel (later Brigadier Sir) Lindsay Ride was
briefly detained at Sham Shui Po Prisoner-of-war Camp, but later escaped. He walked past Shatin and
reached Sai Kung. With the help of the Chinese guerrillas, he took a sampan and left Hong Kong
waters for Shayuchung, on the north coast of Mirs Bay. Colonel Ride then moved on through
Waichow (Huizhou) to Chungking eventually returning to Kukong (Qujiang; present-day Shaoguan),
the wartime capital of Guangdong Province, where he founded the British Army Aid Group (BAAG).
The organisation helped prisoners-ofwar in Hong Kong to escape from Japanese captivity, and
successfully organised a network of agents to collect military intelligence. This intelligence was
supplemented by drawings of Japanese installations supplied by BAAG secret agents, both as an aid
to Allied bombers as well as to any future Allied invasion of the territory.

After the war these drawings, collected by Colonel Ride, were donated to the Australian War
Memorial in Canberra. For ease of carrying and concealment most of the drawings are very small, but
they show a great deal of detail. This exhibition features part of this drawing collection, which was
instrumental to the victory of the Allies in World War II.
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CoLoNEL LINDsAY TASMAN RiIDE

Colonel (later Brigadier Sir) Lindsay Tasman Ride (1898 -1977) was born in Australia. He was a
veteran of the First World War, during which he was twice wounded. He later studied medicine at
Melbourne University and then furthered his studies in the United Kingdom with a Rhodes
Scholarship at Oxford University. He was appointed Professor of Physiology at the University of
Hong Kong in 1928, and became the fifth Vice-Chancellor of the University in 1949. An active
member of the Hong Kong Volunteet Defence Corps (HKVDC), Ride set up the Field Ambulance
Unit for the Corps, which trained volunteer medical personnel in the years leading up to the
outbreak of war in the Pacific.
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Escare FROM SHAM SHUI PO POW Camp

After the Japanese occupation of Hong Kong on 25 December 1941, Ride was captured and detained
at Sham Shui Po Prisoner-of-war Camp. Along with Lieutenant D.W. Morley, Sub-Lieutenant D.F.
Davies and Lance-Corporal Francis Lee, who were all members of HKU staff, Ride escaped on 9
January 1942, greatly helped by Lee. This was made possible partly because a nominal roll had not
yet been prepared, and thus the Japanese were unaware of the exact number of detainees in the camp.
The escape party left by sampan and then made their way through the New Territories and into
mainland China with the help of the Saikung guerrillas. The party eventually arrived at Waichow on
the East River on 18 January.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BRITISH ARMY AID GROUP

Ride waited in Waichow for permission to travel onwards, and on the 23 January left for Chongqing,
the wartime capital of China, where he put forward a detailed proposal to Brigadier G.E. Grimsdale,
the Military Attaché at the British Embassy, to set up a post near Hong Kong to help escapers leave
the territory, and to obtain firsthand intelligence of the actual situation in Japanese-occupied Hong
Kong. After some deliberation, the proposal was agreed to by the government of China and by GHQ
India, the British Military authority in the Far East.

The organisation was modelled on the established escape and evasion operations in Nazi-occupied
Europe (M.L.9), and was first headquartered at Kukong (Qujiang) and afterwards at Kweilin and
Kunming.

Officers were generally those who had pre-war experience of Hong Kong and China, members
including Major (later Sir) Ronald Holmes, a pre-war Hong Kong Cadet officer who spoke fluent
(indeed near-native) Chinese, Captain Osler Thomas, who had survived the massacre of medical
personnel at the Salesian Mission, Captain Paul Tsui, a pre-war Hong Kong University student from
an established local family, who after the War became the first ethnic Chinese Cadet Officer in the
Hong Kong government, and Douglas Clague who set up the important Advanced Headquarters in
Waichow and after the war became a prominent businessman in Hong Kong.
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MAjorR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALLIES

A major contribution by the BAAG to the Allied Powers was the enhancement of mutual
understanding between the British and the Chinese in the mainland and Hong Kong. The active
participation of the various BAAG personnel played a very important role in enabling the Allies to
carry out their wartime work in China.

Clandestine connections were maintained with the prisoners-of-war in Hong Kong through the agent
network. Though there were few successful cases of extracting Prisoner-of-War escapees from the
Camps, this clandestine contact, together with the smuggling of news and medicines into the camps,
did much to raise morale amongst the prisoners. BAAG also rendered a great deal of assistance to a
number of Europeans, Americans and people of other nationalities in getting out of Hong Kong and
other Japanese-occupied areas of China. Their contribution in gathering intelligence, delivering
materials, as well as disseminating information was highly appreciated.

Moreover, BAAG made a significant contribution towards the effective surveillance of Japanese
shipping movements through the port of Hong Kong. A number of sabotage operations were
conducted in the dockyards of occupied Hong Kong through the efforts of BAAG agents.

Sketches of ships and dockyard activities, location of oil storage, and the distribution of forts and
barracks are represented in this collection of drawings.
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ON HONGKONG ISLAND % # &

Agent No: 08
Drawn by: No 07
Date: June 02 [1944]

]

Japanese defence position on a hill above Taikoo Dockyard which was located in the present-day Taikoo Shing
and part of Taikoo Place of Quarry Bay on the north shore of Hong Kong Island.

Taikoo Dockyard was an important military facility for the Japanese, being a base for shipbuilding,
repair, and maintenance, and for the production of military supplies. Some 60 soldiers of the Special
Naval Landing Force guarded the shipyard, and two anti-aircraft machine gun positions were built to
repel Allied air raids. On the hill at the East gate of the shipyard, a new style anti-aircraft gun was
deployed to guard Taikoo Dockyard and Taikoo Sugar Refinery. The BAAG agent reports that the
two machine gun positions and anti-aircraft gun were initially concealed under canvas painted in
camouflage colours, but following Allied air attacks the Japanese repainted the anti-aircraft gun in
camouflage colours, and covered it with leaf nets to avoid detection.
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Investigation Date: June 04

Agent No: 03

A number of important facilities were located at North Point, including the Power Station, oil depot
and the Commercial Press. This drawing shows a strategic defence position manned by the Japanese
to guard against Allied air attacks on the area. The BAAG agent describes two six-inch calibre
anti-aircraft guns, and one anti-aircraft machine gun.
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ON HONGKONG ISLAND % # &

Agent No: 03
Drawn by: No 07
Date: June 04 [1994]

Japanese defence deployment on the slopes opposite the West gate of Taikoo Dockyards (now Taikoo
Shing).

At that time, this area was a remote industrial district. Some of the more substantial industrial
operations were the oil depot and power station in North Point (the present-day Electric Road area).
In Quarry Bay there was Taikoo Dockyard, the largest shipbuilding facility in Hong Kong. Apart from
building large ocean going ships and carrying out repair and maintenance work, it had also built naval
vessels for the Royal Navy. The Japanese aggressively defended these facilities, setting up machine gun
positions in the hilly areas from Sai Wan Ho to present-day Fortress Hill to provide defence against
Allied attack.
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Agent No: 03
Drawn by: No 07
Date: June 04 [1944]

A Japanese anti-aircraft gun position on a small hill near the power station in North Point.

The position was armed with a 4-inch calibre rotating anti-aircraft gun, guarded by 10 soldiers of the
Special Naval Landing Force. The small hill shown on this drawing with streams is believed to be
present-day Comfort Terrace in North Point.
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ON HONGKONG ISLAND % # &

Agent No. 03
Drawn by: No 07
Date: June 04 [1944]

Office of the Japanese Imperial Navy Facilities Department, Arsenal St, adjacent to Naval Dockyard
(present day Hongkong Police Headquarters). This Department was responsible for military
construction projects and for military supplies to occupied China.
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Drawn by: No 14
Date: June 19 [1944]

This drawing shows the 'No 2 Department of the Imperial Japanese Navy' (former Royal Naval
Dockyard). It continued to serve as an important military base during the Japanese occupation, and
was protected by gun emplacements marked by red dots on the map. Stray bombs from Allied air
raids caused much damage to civilian areas in Wanchai.
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ON HONGKONG ISLAND % # &

Drawn by: No 14
Date: June 18 [1944]

Japanese machine gun positions in the present day Chater Gardens, Queen's Road Central - ex
Hongkong Cricket Club (Japanese Kempeitai Square).

The square was adjacent to important Japanese locations: Japanese Kempeitai Headquarters (the
present Legislative Council Building), Japanese Government Headquarters (Hongkong Shanghai
Bank building), the Naval Dockyard and the three military barracks - Murray, Victoria and
Wellington.
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Agent No: 03
Drawn by: No 28
Date: June 07 [1944]

Tai Hing Metal Factory, Hennessy Road

The BAAG agent records the number of workers and the types of output, the daily production
capacity and storage locations.
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ON HONGKONG ISLAND % # &

Agent No: 14
Drawn by: No 14
Date: April 22 [1944]

Japanese machine gun positions, Johnston Road, Wan Chai.
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Agent No: 14
Drawn by: No 14
Date: June 06 [1944]

Japanese machine-gun positions, Leighton Hill.

These positions provided control over Causeway Bay, the recreation ground next to Happy Valley
Racecourse and the Po Leung Kuk at the end of Broadwood Road. Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter
and Happy Valley Racecourse, located on low ground, were possible targets for an Allied beachhead
assault. Moreover, the end of Broadwood Road controlled access to Wong Nai Chung Gap and the
south of Hong Kong Island. It was a critical junction that required a strong defensive deployment.
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ON HONGKONG ISLAND % # &

Agent No: 08
Drawn by: No 07
Date: June 18 [1944]

Japanese gun positions on Mount Davis.

This position controlled the West Lamma Channel, the western entrance to Victoria Harbour. The
blue dots indicate the entrances of the gun positions.
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Agent No: 03
Drawn by: No 28
Date: May 24 [1944]

The camouflage of Kellett Island, Japanese Military Storage depot
(preewar Royal Hongkong Yacht Club)

Kellet Island, or Tang Lung Chau, was at that time a small island in Causeway Bay. It was used by the
Japanese to store military supplies, including fuel, gunpowder, artillery and ammunition. The BAAG
agent made a very detailed list of the goods stored and their quantities. In view of the island’s
strategic importance, 48 soldiers of the Special Naval Landing Force were stationed there and four
heavy machine guns were deployed.
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Agent No: 07
Drawn by: No 07
Date: July 26 [1944]
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'?al. @ : Barracks of the Indian Garrison during
it B the Japanese occupation, ex Whitfield
. Barracks, now Kowloon Park, Tsim
L Sha Tsui.

The drawing shows gun emplacements, two connecting caves built by the Japanese, the location of the
living quarters, and the number of soldiers on guard. Closely watched by BAAG agents, the Imperial
Naval Ammunition Department was located next to the pier so that supplies could be easily loaded
and unloaded. The report mentions that the barracks were equipped with anti-aircraft guns
camouflaged under leaves and trees.
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Japanese gun positions defending the
kerosene depot in Tsuen Wan.

The drawing records measurements,
structures, military equipment and
defence deployment at the site, and
also storage volumes of the depor.
The text also gives the number of
Japanese soldiers deployed and details
of their activities.
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ON KOWLOON PENINSULA A #

Agent No: 15
Drawn by: No 18
Date: April 22 [1944]

Whampoa Dockyard, Hung Hom, 22 April 1944 (now Whampoa Garden).

At that time, Japanese naval vessels were repaired there. It was a critical military facility and was thus
a prime target for Allied air attacks. To avoid loss of supplies caused by repeated Allied air raids, the
Japanese forces had some 30 dock workers move petrol and other military supplies to the air-raid
shelter across the children’s playground in Wuhu Street on 22 April. This drawing reports the
damage caused by Allied air attacks.

The slope in the drawing has now been redeveloped into the Fat Kwong Street area, but the entrances
to the air raid shelters are still visible from the bus stop on Chatham Road North near Ping Chi Street
in Hung Hom (location A).
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To Kwa Wan Cement Works, Chatham Road

This factory produced concrete for the expansion of Kai Tak Airport. The agent reports that the
factory originally had three concrete mixer machines, but owing to the shortage of coal and electricity,
only one was in operation.
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ON KOWLOON PENINSULA A #
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Date: January 1944

Kowloon Headquarters of Kempeitai (Japanese Military Police), junction of Nathan and Prince
Edward Roads (now part of Mongkok Police Station).

The drawing is marked with the words “King Pei Tai”, which should have been “Kempeitai”, the
romanisation of the Japanese name. This drawing has no textual explanation, but presents the
exterior of the building, including the pillars and windows, in great detail.
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Former Kowloon Motor Bus Company, Nathan Road, Kowloon.
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Agent No: 15
Drawn by: No 18
Date: April 19 [1944]

This drawing shows a building at the junction of Argyle Street and Waterloo Road (present day Yee
On court and Kadoorie Hill), requisitioned by Japanese forces as a Military club for high ranking
officers, known as Suikousha.
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ON KOWLOON PENINSULA A #

Agent No: 07
Drawn by: No 07
Date: February 02 [1944]

Air Raid shelters next to Kwun Yum Temple, Station Lane, Hung Hom.

To prevent further damage by Allied bombing to facilities at Whampoa Docks, the Japanese moved
their production of ammunition, as well as military supplies, to air raid shelters built by the British.
The agent reports that Allied air attacks had caused significant damage to civilian residences in the
area, but miraculously Kwun Yum Temple was untouched.
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Agent No: 15

Drawn by: No 18
Date: April 21 [1944]

A number of civilian houses on Kadoorie Hill in Kowloon Tong were requisitioned by the Japanese
Military during the occupation - for example No 33 was taken over by the "Tokko Division", the
Special Police Intelligence Unit. The building was protected by two anti-aircraft guns and a machine
gun.
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