
 – LEADER, COMRADE, NEGOTIATOR, 
PRISONER, STATESMAN

A groundb

.

reaking exhibition celebrating the life and times of 
Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela is currently on at the Apartheid 
Museum. 

“The exhibition attempts to breathe fresh life into a story that 
has been well told in countless books, documentaries and other 
exhibitions around the world,” says Christopher Till, Director of 
the Apartheid Museum.

The strength of the exhibition is the way it attempts to provide 
a layered glimpse of Mandela in all his various guises and 
reincarnations. It examines his undoubted strengths and 
greatness, but does not shy away from his (self-acknowledged) 
weaknesses too.

Mandela’s extraordinary life is explored through six themes 
- character, comrade, leader, prisoner, negotiator and statesman. 
In each theme, the narrative is presented through dramatically 
visual wall displays, supported by �lms, books and photographs. 

 
 

Mandela was central to every stage of South Africa’s epic 
struggle against apartheid – from formulating a new radical 
approach in the 1940s to leading the mass struggle of the 1950s, 
from the formation of Umkhonto we Sizwe in the early 1960s to 
imprisonment for 27 years. 
 
Beginning in the mid 1980s, Mandela initiated and led the 
negotiation process that culminated in South Africa’s �rst
democratic elections on 27 April 1994. He served as the �rst
president of a democratic South Africa, according him the iconic 
accolade of “Father of the Nation.”  

The exhibition traces how Mandela built a new nation from the 
fragments of con�ict, making full use of the “weapons” at his 
disposal: love, persuasion, forgiveness and acute political 
acumen – with a fair amount of self-deprecating humour 
sprinkled in for good measure
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