AND

'FOR FREEDOM  1g5

216/

INDEPENDENCE N

TWO WEEKS OF FREEDOM

The Revolution and Freedom Fight of 1956 lasted for no more than two
weeks. Nevertheless, it shook the world. It wrecked the regime established
by the great powers after World War Il and unveiled the cruel reality of the
Soviet-type terror apparatus. Once and for all, the world woke up from the
illusions of communism. In October 1956 the Hungarian nation proved that
it was capable of taking control of its own destiny.

The desperation and anger that had been bottled up for so many years
finally broke to the surface during the revolution. The spontaneous uprising
grew to become a revolution, and since the prerequisite of freedom is
to regain national independence, it became a freedom fight. Sixty years
ago the whole world turned its attention to Budapest. This life-and-death
struggle that barely lasted two weeks made it clear for everyone that the
then existing great powers did not allow the Hungarians' fight for freedom
to have the least chance. Yet, the death defying courage of the boys of
Pest inflicted an incurable wound upon communism and shook the
Soviet empire.

On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the 1956 Hungarian revolution
and freedom fight, this exhibition pays tribute to the “"boys of Pest".

SZABADSAG
EVE

“The Hungarian youths were making history, what is
more, world history!"
Gergely Pongratz

“There are no small peoples, only greedy ones, no one is
suppressed once and for all, and it is reasonable to launch
an armed rebellion against the power that is believed
to be the strongest at any time, at any moment, if the
suppression can no longer be tolerated, if it threatens a
nation'’s existence and character!”

Béla Dénes
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ever was happy childhood a rarer gift than in the middle of the 20th century. As witnesses to

the horrors of World War Il the generation born after 1930 grew up with death, armed battles,
and constant family tragedies occurring right before their eyes. Most of them became adults
too early. Many experienced the everyday life of the communist dictatorship developed after
the war as young teenagers. :

One of them, Gyula Csics was born in Budapest on November 7, 1944. He started to write a
journal at the age of twelve during the first days of the revolution. He wrote his first journal
entries in an exercise book, and then he bought alarger sized notebook for this purpose, framing
each page in the national colors and decorating them with numerous drawings. The journal
shows and follows up on the days of the revolution and freedom fight from a child'’s point of
view. After the freedom fight had been defeated, the twelve-year-old boy hid his journal and he
did not get it out until the Soviet troops left the country in 1991, some thirty-five years later.

October 23, 1956: The demonstration of students

“When | was walkinginthe street, | saw three large trucks carrying university students at Corvin.
A boy was standing on the top of the vehicle and shouted along with the others: ‘Russians go
home! Enough of leaders like Rakosi! Let's not waste any more time, we want Imre Nagy to be
the leader!’ Later | accompanied Maja to her religion class because she was afraid to go alone.
On our way back we met a demonstrating crowd which stopped at Népszinhaz Street and
sang the National Anthem. In the evening we listened to Emo Gero’s speech. During this time
Gore was at the studio. | went to sleep at nine. | was already in bed when | heard people yelling:
“We'll pull the Stalin statue down! Down with Gero!”

October 24, 1956: The revolution broke out

“I was sorry for all those good books, but everyone said we should let them burn. Liptai, who
lived in the passageway and was in Kigydsi's class with me, actually stole two books. We also
saw streetcars knocked over. At this place some people said the Stalin statue was there at the
crossing of ‘korut’ (the 'boulevard’) and Rakoczi tit. Then, since the tanks could not take the
boulevard, they came along our street and were immediately shot so that the oil container was
punctured and covered in oil."

November 1, 1956 All Saints’ Day: Mindszenty speaks in the radio
“In the evening there were candles in the windows in memory of those injured and deceased in
the freedom fights."

November 4, 1956: The Russians attacked our Hungarian homeland

“l woke up at about six in the morning and | heard shootings and said: “Hey, what is going
on, are they shooting again?” At this moment Aunt Bozsi tumed on the radio which was
broadcasting Imre Nagy's speech. It was something like this: “Today at daybreak Soviet troops
attacked our capital with the obvious intent of overthrowing the legal democratic Hungarian
government. Our troops are in combat.” After that they played the National Anthem, and then
the announcement was repeated in German, French, English and Polish, accompanied by the
National Anthem and the Appeal [Sz6zat]. Next, Imre Nagy called on Pal Maléter and Istvan
Kovacs to come to the Parliament from the Russian camp at once. Then we went over to the
Szabados family's place while the other residents of the building moved to the shelter. We kept
on listening to the radio, which was put to silence at 9:14 a.m. We left it tumed on, and all of
a sudden we heard Radio Free Europe, which announced that Imre Nagy's government were
captured by the Russians.”

November 9, 1956: A short walk

“In the moming | was reading books. In the
aftemoon we visited Aunt Bozsi with mom.
When we got to Rakoczi Road we were faced
with a miserable view: there were gunshots,
collapsed floors and torn electric cables
all around. The tower of Rokus Chapel
fell down. Despite the flag with the red
cross stretched across two floors, Rokus
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Hospital received five shots. The upstairs A MAGYAR
of Minosegi Department Store burned i
out completely. On the way back we took SZA BADSAG
Wesselényi Street and the boulevard. We EVE

checked if Aunt Vali's house was intact. The
fumiture store at the corner of Wesselényi
Street also burned out. The building at
4 Erzsebet Boulevard collapsed.”
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We caught 690 people. The oldest one was 28 years old. We found hundreds of 14-18 year-

.‘_° IR HEROES ’ 4 195

olds."
; : ; Bosnyak Gabor ( 1930 1 958 2
Laszl6 Foldes, Central Committee of the Hungarian Working People's Party (MDP) Dlstn)(I:ts Vil ) 1 B .

October 26, 1956  An armed revolutionist and one of the
squad commanders of the Prater Street

“We tried to send these young, 12-13-year-old children home, but they refused to go.” armed group. He was executed. A MAGYAR
Gergely Pongratz S 7ABADS AG

“Most of the youths were under the age of 18. They escaped from home so as to join the EVE

freedom fighters. The pavement of the Boulevard was covered with masses of their corpses. B b 4

Their blood was mingling with the rain, but they were still holding on to their guns tight.” \%(regii)%?r; Arpad (1924-1958)

The daily Igazsag, October 30, 1956 1 chajrman of the Revolutionary Council of
Veszprém County. He was executed.
A ( ) ki | [ b/ bet ( ) :
Acs Lajos (19381959 Bakos Gyulané Salabert Erzsébet (1930—1958 : s
Districts VIl and VIl Districts XIII, VIl and VIl 8§'Zma%ﬁerenc (1932-1958)
An armed revolutionist who continued An armed revolutionist who participated TLSt”Ct Hasgag 4 f d
the insurgence after the revolution was in armed battles from the outbreak of the tfhcqmmgn erf%’ 'eRarrrc]ie %r%l]JquLme
suppressed. He was executed. revolution. She was executed. ALTHADRCIE v 0L ROAG RN HETRakos
Brook in Angyalfdld. He was executed.
s
!* ,
"é ;\ : Dandos Gyula (1938- 1957)
Angyal Istvan (1928—1958 Ban Rébert (1934 —1957) : ' 4 Nyiregyhaza
Disggict IX ( ) District Il Csongovai Per Olaf (1930-2005) The chairman of the Revolutionary Student
The leader of the Tizolté Street armed group.  The deputy commander of the Széna Square - District IX e oy Council. He was shot dead at the border
He was executed. armed group, then the leader of the miners' ~ One of the commanders of the Tiizolt6 Street  while he was trying to S
: brigade. He was executed. armed group. He emigrated.
- i ?ﬁ
= )

Balas-Piri Laszl6 (1935-) ‘ Dalmadi Jen6 (1937-) B:gﬁg&l (1925-2013)
District VIII Barany Janos (1930-1959) District I1l : An armed revolutionist and soldier, one of the
An armed revolutionist and a member of the ~ District IX An armed revolutionist and a soldier,one of = defenders of the Kilian Barracks.

National Guard of the Medical University of ~ The leader of the Tompa Street armed group.  the leaders of the fighters of the Schmidt
Budapest. He was imprisoned. He was executed. Castle in Obuda. He was imprisoned.
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Dilink6 Gabor (1929—-2014)

District VIII

An armed revolutionist and a member
of the Corvin Lane armed group. He was

imprisoned.
.3{«,
=

Fejes Jozsef Tibor (1934—1959)

District VIII

An armed revolutionist and a member of the
Corvin Lane armed group. He was executed.

= |
iy 4
b\ ,ad

Gérecz Attila (1929-1956)
District VIII
An armed revolutionist who joined the fights
as a former political convict just released
from prison. He was killed in action.

-

L
Gyarmati Dezs6 (1927—-2013)
Melbourne
The chairman of the revolutionary committee
of the Hungarian Olympic Team, a national
representative water polo player. He
emigrated but returned home in 1958.

\ﬁiy'
-
| -
Havrila Bélané Sticker Katalin (1932—-1959)
District VIII
An armed revolutionist and a member of

the Corvin Lane armed group. She was
executed.

Horvath Istvan (1936-1957)

Districts IX and XXI

An armed revolutionist and a member of the
National Guard. He was executed.

%)
 —

Ivan Kovacs L4szI6 (1930—1957)
District IX
One of the commanders of the Corvin Lane
armed group. He was executed.

)

4

Kabelacs Pal (1937-)
Districts VIl and X
An armed revolutionist and a member of the
Corvin Lane armed group and then that of the
Tompa Street group. He was imprisoned.

-

» “ whoy
t
AN\

Karatson Gabor (1935—2015)
District V
A member of the Revolutionary Committee of
E6tvos Lorand University. Earlier he was one
of the founders of the Alliance of Hungarian
University and College Students (MEFESZ).
He was imprisoned.

7§

Kiss Tamas (1934-)

Szeged and Budapest

One of the founding members of the Alliance
of Hungarian University and College
Students (MEFESZ) and a member of the
National Guard. He was imprisoned.

Késa Pal (1921-1959)

District IV

One of the chairmen of the Revolutionary
Committee of Ujpest responsible for
supplying the district with guns. He was

executed.
¢ i -

Koroly Tivadar Gydrgy (1928—2013)
District XIX
Second Lieutenant, the commander of the

Kispest National Guard. He was imprisoned.

Mansfeld Péter (1941-1959)

District Il

A revolutionist and a member of the
Széna Square armed group, one of the
participants of the armed insurgence after
the suppression of the revolution. He was
executed.

Nagy Attila (1933-1992)

Miskolc

The vice-chairman of the Workers' Council
of Borsod County. He was imprisoned.

..

s o\ e A
Nickelsburg LaszIo6 (1924—1961)
District VII

One of the commanders of the Baross
Square armed group. He was executed.
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Noévé Gyula (1938—2013)

District VIII

An armed revolutionist and a member
of the Corvin Lane armed group. He was

imprisoned.

Obersovszky Gyula (1927-2001)

Budapest

A journalist and editor, one of the organizers
of the silent demonstration on November
23 and the women's demonstration on
December 4. He was imprisoned.
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sany freedom fighters held out until the middle of November. However, they 1 95 D)
had no chance of winning against superior forces. The revolutionists were

arrested. The Kadar government, which relied on the Soviet troops, took 2 16 ‘

all kinds of actions against those who protested against the reorganized
communist dictatorship.

The Hungarian society paid a huge price for those less than two weeks of vcaﬁa;‘,;ejjeZp‘,’,!,’s,-,f_c‘jng,‘jjeZ";‘is;,‘Z’;h‘;c’,’;ﬁgg ézlﬂg(j\YDASE\ 8

freedom. The Kadar regime took brutal revenge for 1956. The reprisal and ihe people’s Republic’. 1 was sentenced to y
terror was unprecedented in Hungarian history. Martial law was introduced. death. Mrs. Béla Havrila, née Katalin Sticker — EVE
The age limit of the death penalty was reduced to 16 years. It was under this we were mates during the revolution and we
legislation that Péter Mansfeld, among others, was executed. Until the end "ere in the same prison cell waiting for our
of 1961 some twenty-two thousand people were imprisoned for some time. :ﬁzcxgg?é,iggzivg‘;,ag’,;;ggﬁgg’g i pe wien
229 freedom fighters were executed, and thirteen thousand people were Maria Wittner
interned. The amnesty that entered into force due to international pressure

in 1963 did not prove to provide full protection. Those “boys of Pest" who

had avoided the death penalty could not continue their studies after their

release from prison. They could barely find a suitable job or earn a decent

income. The heroes and theirfamily members were subject to stigmatization,

observation and harassment, and their heroic acts were meant to be deleted

from memory by all possible means. The holders of power had referred to

the revolution as “the counter-revolution” and “the regretful events” before ‘/wentoutforawalk on Margaret Island early in the morning, and when
the regime change, and then on June 16, 1989, along with the reburial of ! retumed my fathe'hw"i?s Wg,’t’”g for ne ﬁ”tsi’,de and Seidstahagle
Imre Nagy and his fellow martyrs we finally buried communism, the Kadar S oMy oG- 5 afe fogiing foLy Egir::?(zgfr{{ovszky
regime and the dictatorship. After the regime transformation, in 1990 the

ﬁ_rst _freely elected Hungarian quliament a_dopted an act on the historical “The judge at the court in Marké Street asked the
significance of the 1956 Hungarian revolution and freedom fight. convict: — How come you joined the fascist mob as an
old communist? — The defendant Jozsef Pendli (Bozso)
“We called on the fighters to stop struggling. Not all of them obeyed our command. We had no jumps up and spits his words in the judge's face: —
alternative but to shoot them dead.” : Vo They didn’t speak to me with any respect, so | had no
Janos Kadar choice, | took up arms! — Then he points an imaginary
“| said it was a revolution. They transferred me to the State Protection machine-pistol at the judge and pretends to fire a salvo:

Authority, where | spent a year in a private cell. | was beaten twice: first — Ratatatatamm!”
they knocked my teeth out and then they beat my kidney down.” Gabor Karatson

Mrs. Laszl6 Stanczel
“I got injured. | had three operations. First | was taken to the hospital in Vas Street, and then to

“Soon after November 4, news started to spread about the deportations. the Rock Hospital, which | left on the morning of October 26, and already in that aftemoon | was
Some of the deportees were leaders of student and worker groups, but taken away. They didn't take me to the court-martial, but | was badly tortured. Just imagine, |
most of those who were forced to get on trains to the Soviet Union were was alone in the whole building in Marké Street. | was the first to be arrested. | spent Christmas
simple citizens, young and not so young alike." and New Year’s Day there. First | was sentenced to 8 years, then to 15 years, and then | spent 6

Endre Marton months there alone as a prisoner condemned to death. That was the end. | was released under

the great amnesty in '63."
Vilmos Weinhardt
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Chairman of the
Presidential Council

“al’ i
o’ 7
" (i?‘
Dobi Istvan (1898—1968)

Chairman of the Presidential Council

Members of
government

Kadar Janos (1912-1989)
Chairman of the Council of Ministers
(1956-1958, 1961 —j 965)

Miinnich Ferenc (1889—-1967)
Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers
(1956—-1958), Chairman of the Council of
Ministers

Antos Istvan (1908—1960)
Minister of Finance (1957—1960)

A
Apré Antal (1913-1994)
Minister of Industry (1956—1958)
Deputy Prime Minister (1957—-1971)

-
-

PV N
Benke Valéria (1920—2009)
Minister of Education (1958-1961)

A
Biszku Béla (1921-2016)
Minister of the Interior (1957—1962)

&

Czinege Lajos (1 924 1998)

Colonel General, Minister of Defense (1960—1984)

Dogei Imre (1912-1964)
Minister of Agriculture (1956—1960)

Fehér Lajos (1917-1981)
Deputy Prime Minister (1962—1974)

Fock Jen6 (1916—2001)
Deputy Prime Minister (1961—1967)

Horvath Imre (1901-1958)
Minister of Foreign Affairs (1956—1958)

llku P4l (1912-1973)
Minister of Education (1961-1965)

Kallai Gyula (1910-1996)
Minister of Education (1956—1958)
Deputy Prime Minister (1960—1965)

fa

i

Ill /by

Kossa Istvan (1904—1965)
Minister of Finance (1956—1957)

Losonczi Pal (1919-2005)
Minister of Agriculture (1960—1967)

Marosan Gyorgy (1908— 1992)
Minister of State (1956—1960)

Nezval Ferenc (1909—-1987)
Minister of Justice (1957—1966)

Nyers Rezs6 (1923-)
Minister of Finance (1960—1962)

) 2 1
.g‘

Pap Janos (1925-1994)

Minister of the Interior (1961-1963)

195
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g 4
Péter Janos (1910—-1999)
Minister of Foreign Affairs (1961-1973)

Révész Géza (1902-1977)
Colonel General, Minister of Defense (1957—1960)

Rdénai Sandor (1892—-1965)
Minister of Trade (1956—1958)

Fan |

£y

Sik Endre (1891-1978)
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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Members of the
Political Committee of the
Hungarian Socialist Workers’

Gaspar Sandor (1917-2002)
Member of the Political Committee (1962—1987)

>y

Kiss Karoly (1903-1983)

Member of the Political Committee (1956—1962)

(¥
Komacsin Zoltan (1923-1974)
Member of the Political Committee (1962—1974)

Yy
Nemes Dezs6 (1908—1985)
Member of the Political Committee (1957—1980)

Somogyi Miklos (1896—1980)
Member of the Palitical Committee (1957—1966)

Szirmai Istvan (1906-1969)
Member of the Political Committee (1962—1969)

Members of the Central
Committee of the Hungarian
Socialist Workers’ Party

Aczél Gyorgy (19171 991)
Member of the Central Committee (1956—1989)

Cservenka Ferencné (191 8 2010)
Member of the Central Committee (1957—1988)

W 1
Foldes Laszlo (1914—-2000)
Member of the Central Committee (1956—1970)

Gyurko Lajos (1912—-1979)
Major General, member of the Central
Committee (1959-1962)

& ..
Nogradi Sandor (1894-1971)

Colonel General, member of the Central
Committee (1957-1971)

Uszta Gyula (1914-1995)
Lieutenant General, member of the Central
Committee (1956—1966)

Presidents of the
Supreme Court

il

dr. Domokos Jozsef (1890-1978)
President of the Supreme Court (1954—1958)

o

A
Jahner-Bakos Mihaly (1912-1996)
Colonel, military judge, President of the
Supreme Court (1958-1963)

Prosecutor General

| 4

Dr. Szénasi Géza (1919-1979)
Prosecutor General (1956—1975)

Those responsible for the Soviet
military intervention

Gero6 Ernd (1898-1980)

First Secretary of the Central Leadership of
the Hungarian Working People's Party
(July 18,1956 — October 25, 1956)

-
Hegediis Andras (1922—-1999)
Chairman of the Council of Ministers
(April 18, 1955 — October 24, 1956)
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Khrushchev, Nikita Sergeyevich (1894-1971)
General Secretary of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union (1953—1964)

Bulganin, Nikolai AIexéﬁdrovich(1895—1975)
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the
Soviet Union (1955-1958)

‘ o

.
(-]

Pervukhin, Mikhail Georgievich (1904-1978)

Vice-Chairman of the Council of Ministers

of the Soviet Union (1955—1957)

™
@

TR
Zhukov, Georgy Konstantinovich (1896—1974)
Marshal, Minister of Defense of the Soviet

Union (1955—-1957)

Serov, lvan Alexandrovich (1905—1990)
Major General, Head of the KGB (1954—1958)

Shepilov, Dmitri Trofimovich (1905—-1995)
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Soviet
Union (1956—-1957)

(H ; RESPONSIBLE

Sokolovsky, Vasily Danilovich (1897—1968)
Marshal, Chief of Staff of the Soviet Army
(1952-1960)

Qo =
¢ He=se
111V

Konev, Ivan Stepanovich (1897—-1973)
Marshal, Commander-in-Chief of the
United Armed Forces of the Warsaw Pact
(1956-1960)

Andropov, Yuri Vladimirovich (1914-1984)
Soviet Ambassador to Budapest (1954—1957)

Aristov, Averky Borisovich (1903-1973)
Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(1955-1960)

-V
Brezhneyv, Leonid Ilyich (1906-1982)
Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(1956-1957)

— 4
Furtseva, Yekaterina Alexeyevna (1910—1974)
Alternate member of the Presidium of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union (1956—1957)

: 199

Kaganovich, Lazar Moiseyevich (1893-1991)
Member of the Presidium of the Central 2 1 6

by SZABADSAG
B Cﬂ‘ / EVE

Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (1930-1957)

)
Mikoyan, Anastas'lvanovich (1895-1978)
Member of the Presidium of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (1 935—196‘%

Malenkov, Georgy M
Member of the Presidium of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (1937—-1957)

i ( i‘ /
Molotov, Vyacheslav Mikhailovich (1890—1986) vt A 5 o
Member of the Presidium of the Central fﬂueiogéy c:if(?f? él é&iﬁﬁmc& 92002 en1t?a8IZ)

Committee of the Communist Party of the ; :
. i i Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (192621957) Soviet Union (1955-1982)

q

Saburov, Maksim Zakharovich (1900-1977)
Member of the Presidium of the Central

Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (1952—-1957)

Voroshilov, Kliment Yefremovich
(1881-1969)

Marshal, Chairman of the Presidium of the
Supreme Council of the Soviet Union
(1953-1960), member of the Presidium of
the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union (1926—1960)

Pospelov, Pyotr Niko‘la‘yevich (1898-1979)
Secretary of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (1953—1960)
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