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Ghen Shlh-¥i§:2n a dream fantesy learns of the Spirltual Intelligence.
Chia Yu-ts'un in &he world of reality cherishes thoughts of a
(beautiful girl. p
In this, the first chapter,the author begins by saying of himselfitin
hensaquence of a certain dream fantasy which I experienced,l have
concealed the real events and made use of Spiritual Intelll ence in
telling this story—~The Tale af the Stone.That is why I sey' Cheén Shih-
yin' and so on." But what are the events and who are the persons
described in the book?Again he himself says:"This world is now very
wearisome and I have not accomplished anything whatever.Suddenly I
think of the girls there were in these days and go on to compare them
carefully one by one.l realize that in conduct and understanding they
were in every ca8fsuperior to me.With my imposing beard and eyebrows I
em of & truth not equal to those of the skirt and the hairpin.xlt is ﬁ
day on which my shame indeed abounds and regret is no use;there is
nothing whatever that I can do.On & day like this I wish to compile &
bocock and tell the world of that time in the past when in dependence on
the favour of Heaven and the virtue of my ancestors 1 wore embroidered ,
garments and trousers of silk,the days when I drank what was sweet and ;
was filled with fat things,how wrong it was of me to turn my back on /
the kindness of my parents in their instruction and their provision for
my needs and on the geoodness of my teachers and friends in their g
admonition &nd edvice,with the result that today I em accomplished in
no kind of skill and have squandered helf a lifetime.I know that my
offences are indeed many,yset in the women's apartments,again and agein,
there were those who must certainly not be éonsigned to coblivian becaust
in my unworthiness I have covered up my own shortcomings.And so the ° L
tangled windows,the rafters covered with straw,the bed of cords,and the = ¢
earthen stove,are not enough to hinder my feelings.Moreover,l am very
conscious how the breeze in the morning,the moen at night,the willows
by the steps,and the flowere in the courtyard,moisten & man's pen and
ink.Although I lack scholarship and have no literary gifts,yet what is
there to hinder me from expressing it gll jin figtitio language and
rustic speech?And so I may transmit 1£§§§§Eé§?;the ococupents
of the women!s apartments,and alsoc may dissjpate occasional low
spirits and awsken the eyes of my companions.And is not this as it
éhould be?That is why I say 'Chia Yu-ts'un! and so on.Moreever,although
the story makes use now and then of dream/fantasies,yet the original
aim of the book includes also the purpose/ of arousing the mind of the
reader."

Gentle reader,whence do you say this Mook took its rise?Although the
telling of it comes very near to the wildly improbable,yet if it is
carefully examined it has very much of terest.It is sald that when
Ni-kua smelted stones for the repair of |Heaven on the cliff of Wu-chi
on Mt Ta-huang,she smelted thirty-six thousand five hundred and one ,
stones each twelve chang high and twenty-four chang sgquare.But the ’
Empress Kug used only thirty-six thousand five hundred blocks,leaving
&n odd one which she did not use and whlch she cast away beneath the
Ch'ing-kéng Peak.Who
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would have thought that after this stone had been EISC IS e 8 A
spiritual nature was opened up?lt could go and come of its own accord.¥
1% could meke ibself great and make itself small.When it saw that all
the other stones had been used to repair Heaven and that it alone was
unqualified and was not selected,it thereupon became very ressntful and
ashamed and mourned day and night.Une day, just as it was sighing and
lementing,it suddenly saw a Buddhist monk and a Taoist priest approach-
ing from a distance,men of no ordinary build and of very distinguished
appearance.They came to this Chting-keng Peak and talked together es
they set on the ground beneath it.They saw this pure lustrous stone
which had contracted itself to resemble the pendant of a fan,exceedingly
delightful .The monk laid it on the palm of his hand and said with a
smile:'+n shape and substance you are a spiritual oblect ,but you have
Eﬁgégal'use.lt is still necessary to engrave a few characters on you 8o

when men see you they may all know that you ar wonderful thing.
Afterwards I will take you to an enlightened and prosperous State,to a
family of culture aend officlal renk,a land of flowers and willows in
juxurisnt bloom,& neighbourhoed of agreeable mildness and dignified
wealth,that you mey wander around there.!

When the stone heard this it was delighted and went on to ask:'l do
not know what characterghre to be engraved or in what direction I am to
be teken.l look up to you with expectancy and crave a clear indication.
The monk smiled and said:'Do not ask.The time will come when pf course
you will understand.’ When he had finished spesking he put it up his
gleeve and in company with the Paoist as it were floated away we,.4o not
know whither.Nor do we know how many generations,how many kalpasthad
passed when a Taoist of the Great Void,enquiring for the Way and seekinq
‘toﬂbecome an Immprtal,passed below the Gh'ing-keaneak of the cliff of
Wu-chi on Mg 7/7a -huang and suddenly saw & large stone on the face of
which were the marks of distinct and cleer characters recounting @&
story in great detail.lhe Taoist of the Great Void read it from
beginning to end.lt was in fact the selfsame stonefwhich,not being
sukteble for the repair of saven,had entered the world in megic form

and had been taken by that'@reat Scholar of the Infinite Vastness' and
that'Pure Man of Vague Infinity' into the Red Dust and guided on to
that other shore.On its face were recorded the neighbourhood into which
it had descended,the place of its incernetion,as wgil as the trivial
affairs of the home,the idle feelings of the women s apartments,the
poems and the riddles,all complete except that the-dynasty and the ysar
were missing and could not be checked.Un the other side there was &
verse which said: .

thaving no fitness to go for the repair of the blue sky,

In vain have I entered the Red Dust for so many years.%*

These are the:events before birth and after death.

Whom can I get to go and record them and meke a wonderful tale?'ts)
When the Taocist af the Great Void had looked at it awhile he knew this
was a stone with a history.So he said to the stone: 'Elger brother Stone,
this story of yours,accerding to what you yourself say,is of some
interest;end that is why it has been engraved here,with the idea that &
it may become known to the world as a wonderful tale.As I see it,in the
first place,there is no dynasty or year which m ﬂbe checked,in the
swuond place, there is no good government by ﬁ@é% of great virtue and
great loyalty who regulated the Court and ordered the manners of the
people.There are only & few unusual girls in it,some romantic,some 1+
infatuated,some with small ability and slight virtue.If I copy it out,
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it will not count as a wonderful book.' The stone repligd abruptly:
iiy Mgster,why must you be too silly?I think that until now works ef

fiction have all been falsely ascribed to the Han or the Ttang

dynasties.There is none so good as whaj I.this stone,relate.I on the
contrary make a new departure by not ﬁiﬁ#%&ﬂﬁébAbe this cenvention
but confining myself to my own affeirs and my own feelings.Moreover,
in those works of fiction they either, 1kbel prinees and ministers or
find fault with wives and deughters.’heir immoralities and their
deeds of violence are more than cen be counted.Then there is ancther
kind of dissolute writing of which the licentious filth end the foul
odour very easily ocorrupt the young.As for books about rsons of
genius of of beauty,they are always atluding to Wen--chi the whole
book is full egmzﬁ-chien-—aa thousend velumes all of one pattern,a =ee.
thousand persons all with one face.And they too are not free from the

taint of licence.As for the authors, they simply want to write out a

couple of their own love-poems and wanton verses.And so theyinvent a

pair of fictitious characters,fahan end a womgn,and are surd to add

&4t their side a mean fellow to stir up trouble between them like the

low comedy man in a play .What is still more objectionable,they are

always talking ebout virtue and refinement,far removed from the facts
of life and contradicting themselves.It is much better to write about
those few girls whom in helf a lifetime i myself have seen and heard.

Although I do not dare to say that they are better than those in the

boocks of former generationa,yet to consider their lives and deeds may

glso serve to melt away sorrow and dissipate melancholy.As for the few
doggerel verses,they too may give a flavour to the rice and help down
the wine,*he circumstances of the separations,unions,sorrows, joys,rise
and decay;which it contains argall faithfully traced.Lf have not dared
in the least to add any forced interpretation and causef the truth te
be lost.My only wish is that when people wake up from sleep after
drinking heavily or when they want to escape from the world and

dispel their sorrow,they may take this up for their emusement.In this

way il shall not only wash away the old and turn over 1o something new,

but by not going again to think of what never heppened and to pursue
what is false,]l may also save myself from wasting my life and my
energies.What 48y Master,is your opinion?'

Tne Teoist of the Great Void listened to this speech.is
thought for a long whiile and then agein exemined this fale of the
Stone ’He saw that its great theme was all about love,that 1t was a
true record of events end that it was quite free from the fault of
doing injury to the times or giving instruction in licentiousness.And
so he copied it all out again from beginning to end and gave this m&ex
strange story to the world.From this time the Taoist ef the Great Void,
beginning from emptiness,beheld besuty.From beauty love was borm,
Pelling of love he entered into beauty.From beauty he understood
emptiness.He therefore changed his name to ‘Love Monk’and chenged 'The

ale of the Bbnme' to'The Love Monk's Transcriptiodﬁ'ung-Mei-ch'i of
sastern Lu entitled it'The Precious Mirror of Romance JAfterwards

Psteo Helen-ch'in studied it for ten years in the Taohun Pavilion,

added to it and took away from it five times, compiied table of

contents,divided it into chaptergand also gave it the title'The

Twelve Bogdﬁéé% of Chin-ling.' He alsc put a quetrain at| the head of

it.This then is the origin of *The Tale of the Stone'.Thk quatreain

sayst

"t paper full of wildly impossbble stories.
A hendful of het bitter tears.
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Gveryone says that the author is crﬁgx.
Who can explain its inner flavour?' {3

Now that the origin)of the Tale ci the Stone has been made plain,

it has still not been told what persons and what events were

recorded on the face of that stone.@entlesreader,please listen.
According to what was written on that Stone,at that time the place was
in the South-east.In this Sputh-ecast was the city of Ku-su.In this
city by the Ch'ang Gate were some of the foremost places in‘ggq world
for wealth and rank and luxury.Qutside the Qgég%? Gate there &8 a Ten
Li Street.In this street was a Benevolent Pure Lane.In this lane thEze
wes an old temple.Because its space was very restricted,pecple all
called it the Gourd Temple.By theAside of the temple dwelt one of the
locel gentry.His ?lan—name was Chen,his personal name Fei,and his'style®
Shih-yin.His wife s clan-name was Feng.She was of a virtuous dispositiown
who knew well the rules of propriety and wifely duty.Althpugh the
family was without great wealth or high rank,yet they were esteemed in
the locality as highly respectable folk.Because this Chén Shin-yin was
of a qulet disposition without any thought of official honours,he
found his delight every day in looking after flowers,plenting bamboos,
8ipping wine,and humming over verses.He wes indeed & man akin to the
Immortals.There was only one lack.He was more than half a hundred years
©ld but he hed neo n at his kneeg.fs had only a daughter.Her bady
neme was Ying-lien¥She was just thrae years eld. '

One day,when the summer heat blazed the whole day long,Shih-yin was
8itting unoccupied in his study when his book dropped from his tired
hand and,with his head on the dekk,he went off into a doze.He had a
hezy idea thet he had gone somewhere but he could not distinguish what
place it was.Suddenly he saw a Buddhist monk and a Teoist priest coming
from the market-plgce talking together as they walked.He heard the
Taoist ask:‘'You have brou?ht this thing.Where do you went to go?' The
monk smiled and said:'Don't you worry.Just now there is a romantic
affaeir which ought to be wound up.As the lovers in this romance have
not yet been born into this world,l am taking this opportunity to
smuggle this thing into their midst so that it may gc and gain some
experiences.' The Taoist said;'And so before long some lovers in a
romantic affait are also about to appear among men and pass through the
. world.But I do not know where it arose and where it will settle.' The

monk said:"It is a story to make one laugh.But because in years gone by
the Empress Kua did not make use of this stone,it fell into wandering
gbout wherever it pleased,roaming off all over the place for its own
amusement .One day it came to the abode of the goddess Ching-huan.That
goddess knew that it had & history and so she retgined it in the Red
Cloud Pslace and named it the Attendant sné‘n-yingﬁgf the Red Cloud
Palace,¥evertheless it continually travelled ebout on the banks of the
Spiritual River of the western region.It saw on the bank of that
Spiritual River by the side of the Stone of the ihree States of
Existence that thers was & crimson pearl fairy plant posteciiguigag “ERYECTL
beautiful and lGVable.Thereupon it watered it every day with the sweet
dew,and so this crimson plant was able to continue fo many years and
afterwards,receiving the &ssential end the Urnamental®f Heaven and
Zarth,and obtaining the nourishment of the sweet dew,it was bern from
the womb of the vegetable world and was magically transformed into
human shape and et last attained the form of a female.All the day she
wandered outside the Heaven of Hesentment at Seperation,When she was
hungry she ate of Fruit of Secret Love.Wnen she was thirsty she drank
of the Replenishing Sorrow Water.But she had not yet recompensed the

kindness of the watering, —— —— S
' . ' 4




Py.1.p.5

and so there was_engendered within her an inextrivable abiding purpose.
x3he often saids ' myself heve received his kindness in watering me with
he dew.l certainly have none of that _water with which to repay his favour.
zf he descends to the world &s a man I also will go with him on that
ourney.0nly if I teke the tears of a‘lifetime shall 4 be dble to repay
him.' Because of. this affair a number of romantic lovers are being involved.
who are all about to descend into the world of the mortals to share in the
experiences occasioned by that mysterious comnection,the crimson pedrl
divine plant emong them.”oday this stone ought indee& f{o go down into the
world.l come on purpose to take it before the goddess $dilhuan to have it
registered so that it goes along with these love Spirits into the world of
the mortals and brings this case to an end,

The Teoist said:'Thet is indeed ridiculous.l have never heard until
now of repaying a debt with tears.Why should not you and I also take
advantage of this and go down into the world and rescua a. few of them?Would
that not be a meritorious work?' “he monk said:'That is exactly what I am
thinking.%ou too go with me to the palace of the goddess Ghing-huan to
take this silly thing and fulfil our mission.fet us wait until all these
Spirits involved in the evils of romance have" gone down into the world and
then you and I will go.ﬁp to now a half of them have descended to the
world of men and so farvthey are not all assembled.' The Taoist said:'<{hat
being so I will accompany you. :

ffow the stoey says that Chén Shih-yin heard all this quite clearly.

S0 he did not hesitate to go up to them ahd bowing to them jasked with a
smileE'Divine Masters,allow me to salute you.' The Buddhist and thet
Taoist made haste to respond& to his bow and enquired of him in turn.So
Shih-yin said:'I have just heard what you two Bivine Masters were saying
on the subject of cause and effect.lt is indeed something of which men in
this world seldom hear.But your pupil is dull and stupid.L cannot under-
stand it clearly.lf you will do me the favour of opening my doltish
stupidity L am ready to listen with the closest attention.”our pupil will
wash hisbars and give the most careful heed.xIf I can be aroused to sope
litt)e understanding of it I may escape the bitterness of destruction. zhh
two ‘‘mmortals smiled and said: “hls is a secret operation of Nature.lt
must‘not be disclosed before the time.Only,when the time comes do not -
forget us two,Then you may leap out of the pit of fire.' When Shih-yin
heard this he could not conveniently ask any more.And so he smiled and
said:''the secret operation of Nature must certainly not be disclosed,but ¥
thet silly thing you_sPle’gf just now,* ¢o not know what it is or whether
I may be allowed to see it%4‘he monk said: If you ask asbout this thing,it
happrens that you are destined to see it.'~So saying,he brought it out and
-handed it to Shih-yin.When Shih-yin took it aprd looked at it,it was in
fact a beautiful piece of ¢ a8 translucent jade.@guiﬁg surface were the
four characters clearly engraved 'T'ung ling pao . the reverse side
were also a few columns of small characters.Just as he wished to read .
them carefully the monk said:'We have already reached the Land of lllusion’,
and snatched it forecibly out of his hand.Fe finally passed elong with the
?aoist through & large stone_archway.®n the top were written four large

characters which were'Great Yoid ';lusion,ﬁegion'.On the two sides also wéRriz
antithetical sentences which said! .

'When the false is taken for the real,the real also is false, >
Where non-existence is taken for existence,existence is alsophon-existence’»

3
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ghin-yin also had it in mind to follow them through,but just as he
raised his foot he suddenly heard =2 crash as if & mountain had collopsed
and the esrth hed fallen -in.He gave a great shout and when he fixed nis
gaze he only saw the fierce Zlare of the scorching sun and the waving
banana trees.And he head 2gready forgotten half of whet hed hsavpened in
his dresm.fje =1lso saw ° nurse wAalking towards him with Ying-lien in her
svms.When Shih-yin saw the child specially bedecked 2nd 2dorned he felt
unusu=lly delichted with her.xfe stretched out his hands =nd trmok her
and nursed her end pleyed with her for = gnlle.ﬂe 21leo took her to the
street-front to sgg t&e ex01tement of b procession which wes pessing
by.Just as he was & to éﬂ”in he cnught sight of = Buddhist monk =nd
s Tacist priest coming from that direction.The monk had e scabby head
and his feet were bere.The oriest walked with a limp sand hed 1 led
hair.They came »long aestlculatﬁgg as they talked =nd laughadgz e m~d-
men.When they errived in front of his dbor and seaw Shih-yin nursine
Ying-lien,the monk burst out arying =: 9, and s=id to. Shih-vin:M
‘Grecious benef~ctor,whAt sre vou doing\hursease thet thinewed®is
destined to sn evil f~te and will involve her father and mother in
trouble?' When Shih-yin heerd them he knew that they were the words of
s mAdmsn =nd he took no notice of Eemwxhim.fhe mrnk went on to say;'Give
her to me.Give her to me.' Shih-yin_was epnoyed end,with the little eirl
in his arms,turned round snd wes just in When the monk D01nt1ng At
him laughed out =2loud and chented four sentencpq Thev were; e
tShe is brought up s s pet.They will laugh at you for doting on her.
The flower of the water-chestnut is blighted as the snow melts swav, =
Take good cere ot the festival,After the fifteenth of the first month,_
Thet will be the time when the smoke e¢lears awesy and the fire is

[extineuished.®
Shih-yin he%rd this clearly.®e was undecided in his mind.He wes ebaut tn
ask whh behind it when he hesrd the Tenist =sey:'Y~u =snd I muat noi
walk together.Let us sep te here snd each of us 2o to attend to hise
own business.Three kglpa ence I will wait for you at Mt Pei-mang.When
we meet we will go t&gefﬁer to the Megic Region of the Great Vocencv and
cancel the certificete.' The mrnk said;'Verv gnodlVery goodl! As sooqés
they had finished speakine the two men went eway and he saw no further
trace of them.Shih-win at this time thought to himself;'These two men
must have a history.l certainly ought tn have enocuired of them.3Zut it is
too 1ste to regret now.'! Just as Shih-yin wes lost in thought he
suddenly 8AW A DOOT scholar named #,his person~l neme being Hum nis
*style’Shih-fei,otherwise called Yu-ts'uh,who lodged in the neighbour-
ing Gourd 1%mnle ,walking towards him.Thj Ch1n YU-ts'un was a native of
Hu-chou snd he balonged 0 = cultured zewi¥¥ of officiel rank.Because he
was born l=te,the foundstion laid by his parente and encestors wes
already used uv,and the family was so reduced thet he rlone was left.
There was no advantage in strying »t home and so he was on his way to
the Capital in sesrch of » degree in order that he mizht repsir his
fortunes,dver since he had come two years before he had lingered on,being
settled for the time being in the temple and meking = living day by dsy
as A letter writer,So Shih- -yin frequently hsad intercourse with him.On
this nccasion,when YlU-ts'vn saw $hih-yin,he wade heste to bow to him =nd
greeting him wzth a smile he =said:'You were leaning =gsinst the door, §ir,
and looking out.I venture to ask if there is any particular news on the
street.! Shih-yin smiled and said:'No.There is not.The little girl was
crying,and st I brought her out to emuse her.
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gust now L feel very depressed.You have come exactly at thePright tine,
elder brother Chia.ge pleased totQme into my small study so that you and I
may pass this whole"day tpgether.. So gaying,he ordered a servant to take.
the child indoors and he himself took /7u-tsun by the hand and came into
his studys boy served tea and they had jus® spoken a few words when
suddenly a-~servant came and announced!'Yen Lago- has come to call on youe
Shih-yin hastily arose and apologized,saying! 'Excuse me if I leave you for
a while.Please take a seat for a short time ang I,your younger brother,will
come to have thehhnour of your company.' fU-ts.un alsoc rose and,meking

way for him,said:'As you please,8ir,l,your jundor,am a freguent visitor.
What objection is there to waiting a-w@ile?' When he had s&&d this,Shih-~
yin went out to the front hall while Yu-ts'un here relieved t;e monotony &
by turning over theYReﬁms and books.Suddenly he hegrd a woman’s cough
outside the window.lu-ts'un got up and looked out.As a matterfof fact it
was a slave-girl who was picking flowers there.She¥had an uncommon
appearance;ﬁer features were clear and elegant.Although she_was not a
perfect beahty,ahe had that about her which could move men.Yu-ts'un,
without realizing it,stood staring at her.The slave-girl of the Chén house—
~hold had picked the flowers and was just about to go when she suddenly
raised her head and saw a man at the window with a worn-cut cap and old
garments.Although he was in straitened circumstances yet he was round in
the waist and thick in the back.his face was broad,his mouth square,and

in addition he had oblique eyebrows and twinkling eyes,a straight nose and
squere cheeks.The girl hastily turned herself to avoid him.%he thought to
herself:'Such an imposing men and so shabbily dressedl In our house we
have no relative or friend#so wretchedly poor &s this.l think he must be
that Chia Yu-ts'un the master often speaks of.And no wonder he also says

that he is not oge to be kept long in poor circumstances,and again and
again has had it in mind to help him,only he has no opportunity.*&s she
was thigking like this,she could not help turning her head round once or
twice.Yu-tstun saw her turning her head and took it that this girl in per
heart hed a mind jowerds him.And so his wild delught was unrestrained.e
said to himsg&f:'This girl must be a heroine of great discergmen?,my *
kindred spirit in‘this world.' #fter a while a boy came in.Yu-ts'un
enquired and heard that at the front the guest was being detained for a

meel.He could not stay long.So he went out through a side~door in a
passage between[walls?fwgh hih~yin waited until his guest had departed and

when he knew that IU-ts'un hed already gone he did not go to seeX him

again., ‘
& Bne day when the Mid-Autumn Festival had come round,after Shih-yin's

familyAffeast was over,another table was made ready in his stu and he
himself strolled in the moonlight into the temple to look for Iu-ts'un.As
a matter of fact,since that day when Yi-ts'un saw phe slave-girl of the
Chén family he had turned to glance at her on two occasions. ver since he
had seid that she was & kindred spirit he had Kept her constantly in his
heart.Now again just at Mid-Autumn he could not help having moonlight
fagcies.And so he recited to hims@dif a'five words to the iine! poemp

* Bre the forecast of my lifelong desire, i

A strain of sadness was gonstantly added.

When in melancholy mood came, contracted was my brow.

As ®8nt away she slightly turned her head.

L beheld her shadow myself before the breeze.

Who is worthy to be my mate beneath the moon?

4 the toad-light has it in mind,

firstyadorn the head of the beautiful girl.'3tf “
When ¥U-ts'un had ginjshed hummipg this ov use h ing too
how that througgouglﬁigeehe had b&en very gﬁb?%ggugeang Fas phipsine
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it was that he had never met a suitable opportunity,he scratched his head
again and sighed long to Heaven.Agein he recited a couplet:

tThe jade in the chest seeks a good price,

The hairpin in the dressing-case awaits the time to fly.' @@

Just then Shih-yin walked in and heard it.He spiled and said:'Elder

brother Yi-ts'ul,Tndeed " BRpel ARl eclnthnttadl . Yil-ts'un hastily smiled
and said:'I am not werthy.I only happened to be reciting the verse of a

man of former times.How is it that you over-praise me like this?' He went
on to ask:'To what,§ir ,do I owe the pleasure of this call?' Shih-yin smiled
and said:'Tonight is Mid-Autumn,commonly called the Festival of the :
Perfect Circle.I thought,honourable elder brother,that,lodging in the

monk's house,you might feel ratier lonely.So I have specially prepared a
small repast and invite you,elaer brother, to come to my humble study for

a drink.I do not know whether it will meet with your approval.' When Yu-
tstun neard this he did not decline the invitation but smiled and said:
'SInce I have received this mistaeken affection how dare I brush aside such i
abundant kindness?' So saying,he came across again with Shih-yin into the
study.After a }ittle while,when the tea was finished,cups and plates were

set out.There is of course no need to speak of the. excellent wine and the
rich viands.The two men took their seats.At first the wine was poured out .
slowly and sipped leisurely.Gradually the conversation became more i
animated and,without their being aware of it,the cups began to fly andﬁhe ,
goblets to be offered.At the same time on the street in every house,there |
was the playing of pipes and flutes,at every door the sound of mouth-prgan
and song.Above them was the bright circle of the moon-=flying colour and
fixed brightness.The two men became more and more exhilerated.They drank
until the cups were dry.Yu-ts'un by this time was already seven or eight
tenths drunk.He was wildly rousad and could not restrain himself.And so he I
allegorized his love to the moon and chanted a four-line stanza:

*When the season comes to the f'fteenfh he circle is _complete. !
In % EaS 9L p s L SR S LG0T o R F ~ Lz GALUSTRADR, |
In the heaven above a disc has just been brought forih. i
$he ten thousand families of mankind l1ift up their heads to look.’ '
When Shih-yin heard this he exclaimed in & loud voice:'Excellent!I,your i
younger brother,often ssy tihat you(are one who will certainly)elder brothé?ﬁ
not long dwell below other men.Now this verse which you have recited—the |
omen of your lofty flight is already manifest.Any day you may be received ;
to walk asbove the fleecy clouds.Congratulatiocns! Congratulaﬁions!‘ﬂhere- 3

upon he himself poured out a cup by way of copgratplation,Yu-ts'un drank T
4 dry.Suddenly he sighed and said 'They are not Euﬁgﬁﬁg%ﬁﬁﬁyvﬁild words %
affer wine,If it is a case of the scholarship wnich isksteemed in these )
time 5E$% 50 peérhaps could go and enroll myself to compete in the !
examination.Only just now I have no means whatever to arrange for luggage |
and road expenses.lt is a long way to the Capital.I cannot get there by
selling characters and composing letters.' Without waiting for him %o ;
|

i e

ntb = t0 e
=

finish speaking,Shih-yin said:'Elder brother,why did you not speak of this
before? already had this in mind for a long time.But you have never |
talked of when I have met you.And so I did not venture to buE&Hﬁ%giﬁx““bl
in.3ince pgow it is like this,althoughsI have no ability,still 1 e

two words Righteousness’and‘Profitimzfeoier,go:;gggtely next year is the
year for the triennial examination.Yo!,%ﬁéﬁt 6°set off quickly for the
Capital.OXce you have been successful in the 3pring examination your |
will not be without an opportunity for its use.As for the !

|

scholarshi
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gther matters I,youngsr brother,will see to them for you myself -and
elder brother's derogatory acquaintance with me will not have been in
vein.' He immediately ordered & boy to go in and quickly wrap up fifty
ounces of silver and two sets of winter clothes.He also sgid:t The nine-
teenth is an auspicious day.Elder brother can then f§ire a boat and go up
West and wait for'the bird to f1y end mount on high'.Next winter when we
meet again,it will &n occasion of great rejoicing,will it not?' Yu-ts'un
took the silver and the clothing.He merely &add a word of thanks and did
not regard it as anything importent.and they went on as before drinking
and chatting.It was not until the beginning of the third watch that the
two men parted.After Shnih-yin hed escorted viu-ts'un away he came back to
his own koumgwent to sleep,and did not wake up until the red sun was
three poles high.Then he thought of what bad taken place the night before,
and had it in mind to write two letters of introduction for Yu-ts'un to
take to the Capital and aed with them call on &n officisl family and find
there a lodging.So he sent a servant across to ask when he might see him.
The servent ceme back and salid:'The monk says that Mr Chia set off for
the Capital this morning at the fifth watch.He left word for the monk to
pass on to you,Lao-veb,that scholars did not bother about lucky or
unémiky days;they always regarded the correct mansgement of affairs as
the important thing.gAnd so he had not teken leave of you in person.'
Shih-yin heard this and could but let the matter drop.

True it is that as one dwells in retirement light and shade easily
pass.Suddenly it was once more New Year with the lLantern Festival soon
after.Shih-yin told a servent Ho-ch'i to take Ying-lien in his arms to
see the illuminations in honour of the gods of the earth,and the
ornamental lanterns.In ths middle of the night,because he wanted toO
urinate,Ho-ch'i put Ying-lien on the railing at the door of semeone's
house to sit there until He haed relieved himself.When he came back t0
take her up in his arms,where was there any trace of Ying-lien?In his
agitation ne searched right through half the night but when deylight came
he had not found her.He did not dare to come back and see his master.So ¥
pe ran off to his home in the country.as for Shih-yin and his wife,when
they sew that their daughter did not come back that night,they knew that
there was something wrong.They sent a few more men to look for her.But
they came back and all said that btess there was 10 trace of her whatever.

Husband and wife had r eached middle life and hed ondy this daughter.ine
morning she weas lost.How great was their distressfBecause of it they wppt
day and night almost as i{f their own lives were of no account .They kept
on looking for a month.Shig-yin was the first to fall ill,and then his
wife Madam Féng,with thinking of her daughter,was taken sick.Day after
day they called in doctors and consulted fortune-tellers.On the fifteenth
of the third month guite unexpectedly,when he was frying offeriqgs in the
Gourd Temple the monk was not sareful and the fire under the oilgpan
flared up and burned the paper of the window.People in that quarter all
used bamboo fences and wooden partitions.Besides,it was fated that this
should heppen.Thereupon in quick succession g1l the buildings in the
street were ablaze 1like a mountein of flame.By that time,althoughsoldieri
and civiliens came to the rescudg, the fire had already got a firm hOlQQ&%AéD
How could anything be saved?It burned right through the night and then
died down.No ons knows how many households were burnt out.Enough that,alas\
the Chen household was nexi door and was very SO0l reduced to a heap of
rubble.Only the liveqbf husband and wife and a few servants were not
harmed.Shih-yin was SO vexed that he could only stamp his feet and heave
long sighs.He talked things over with his wife and they went to live on

his estate in the country.Unfortunately in recent years because og floods
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(there had been no harvest.Thieves and robbers swarmed like bees.Govern-
ment troops were attacking them and rounding them up.and so it was
difficult to settle on his estate.All he could do was to sell all the
fields and take his wife and a couple of slave-girls and seek refuge in
the home of his father-in-law.His father-in-law was called Féng Hsiao.He
ortginally belonged to Ta-ju-chou.hlthough tillers of the soil they were a
femily of some substance.ow when he saw his son-inwlaw coming broken down
like this,he did not feel too pleased.Happily Shih-yin still had by him ik
the silver from the sale of his fields.He brought it out and entrusted him
at his convenience to buy & house and some land as & provision for clothing
and food in #ays to come.But £&ng Hsimo used part of it and kept part of
it for himself,and gave him a few poor fields and a house in bad repair.
Shih-yin was a scholar.He was not used to business or farming.With an
effort he mansged to bear up for & year or two but he became poorer than
ever.F@ng Hsiao used to speak in conventional terms to his face but in the
presence of others he complained that he could not make a livingghe was
nothing but a hearty eater and a lazy worker.Shih-yin knew this and could
not help feeling regret and vexation.Add to this the fright,the distress,
the anger,the resentment,and the pain,of the last few years,and that he w&
was a man in the evening of lifej;how ocould he endure the gttacks at the
seme time of both poverty and sickness?The upshot was that he seemed t0
bg&radually going off in a decline.

It happened that on this particular day when,leaning on a staff,he was
meking an effort to go to the street front to cheer himself up,he suddenly
saw & lame Taoist coming from over there,a madman,ppor end friendless,with
hempen shoes and clothes as ragged as the tail of a quail.He was chanting

some versesg

'Menfagnphe world all know that it is good to be an Immortal.

But jmerit and reputation. they cannot forget.

Where are the generals and ministers of the past and the present?
Their neglected tombs are hidden under heaps of grass.

o ————

‘Men og the world all know that it is good to be an Immortal.

Bu‘e'?g %a and silver they cannot forget.

‘A1l day long they do but grieve that what they have collscted is not much.

When they reach the time when they have much,their eyes are closed[for
ever.

Men of the world all gg?”that it is good to be an Immortal.

But their winsome wives they cannot forget. .. _

While,Sir,you are alive,day by day they speak 0£'kindness and affection.

When,firfyou are dead,they will gc off with someone else.

Men of the world all ‘825 that it is good to be an Tmmortal.
But their sons and grendsons they cannot forget.

Doting parents from ancient times have been many.

Filial and obedient sons and grandsons who has seen?!

when Shih-yin heard this he went up to meet him end said;t"What are those

w s mith which you are filling your mouth?4ll T hear is 'Hao liaoc.Hao
@lg@.@‘he Teoist smiled and said:nIf you really hear those two words'hao

- . et
Tiao'.then I reckon that you understand.You must know thgt in the wor
every’kind of'@oodt is'Finished®.If 1t is'finished*then it 1s'$bod'.If it
1s not'finished'then it is not? odt.If you want'@bod'you must have

'Pinished!.This song of mine is called thetHaogliso'song." Ship-yin ng 7
haturally quick-witted.As soon as ne heard tnis pe unders@oodh}:'aggrli;o_
ghly.ind so he smiled amd said:'Weit a while.I will explain thi

_ FOng Yo PR Aot
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that?%. The Taoist smiled and said:'Please explain it then.' Thereupon
Shih-yin said:!

*A mean house,an empty hall.

The offdcial -tablets of former years filling the bed.

Decayed grass and withered willows.

It used to be a place for song and dance.

The threads of spiders' webs are knotted all over the carved beams.
The green geuze is still on the weed-grown windows,

Talk of ointment all rich,pwdder all fragrani!

How is it that the hair on both temples has become frosted?
Yesterday in the mound of yellow earth white bones were buried.

Sleep PR s et (5 S
Gold fills ths box Sliﬁér f1 the box.
In the turn of an eye beggarsydall revile.

Just as one sighs that the allotted span of another is not long,
How does he know that he himself returns to destR?

Although the instruction is methodical, "

It cannot be guaranteed that afterwards will mgﬁe a strong bean.

Choose fat meat and fine millet.

Who would have expected him to slip down into opium sheps and brothels?
Because he disliked that his gauze hat was small

It came to pass that he was locked in the cangue.

Yesterday he felt it pitiable that he was cold in his tattered: jacket.

Now he dislikes that his crimson boa is long.
A blaze of confusiont R P .
When you have finished Sﬁ%%Zf cfomgﬂoa the scens. .
But I recognize tast his native place 4s my native place. ‘

Wnav A pERYESE wmysTaxet

1

-~ ""'\-._4/./ - -./".
To bring the matter to a head,
It is all & case of making brldal garments for another.!

When that mad lame Tacist heard this he clapped his hands and laughed
aloud,saying:tVery much to the point!Very much to the psinti' Jhih-yin

then sald one word:'Let us be going!,snatched the sack which the Taocist

was carrying on his shoulder.and put it on his own back.He never returned
home but drifted off with the mad Faoist.At once the street was in an Fin
uproar.Everybody regarded the affair as a new piece of gossip.When‘ﬁééé%&ﬂ&» 7
heard these tidings she cried herself into hysteries.ill she could do was

to consult with her father and mother and send men everywhere to enquire

and search for him.But $BEER-N Weloie i EmiThere was nothing else she
could do but live in dependence oﬂ‘her parents Fortunately she still had
at her side two slave-girls of the olden days to wait on her.liistress and
maids,the three of them,day and night, did needlework to help her father

tao make a living. Although Féng fisiao cherlshed resentment against her all
the time he was quite helpless in the matter.

Une day the elder of those slave-girls of the Chén femily was buying

thread in front of the door.She ‘suddenly heard a great shouting on the
street.iverybody said;'The new magistrate has come to teke up his office.’'
When the girl looked from inside the dcorway she saw the soldiers and
runners passing Mg tFo by two.ill at once a large chair was carried by in

1.8 wore a black het and a red robe. The girl

which there sat an officia
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felt perplexed.She thought to herself:'This official is very good-
looking.I seem to have seen him somewhere.' Then she went into the house
and soon.put the matter on one wideyand thought no more about it.When
evening came, just as they were about to go to rest,they suddenly heard
knocks on the door.Ever so many men were shouting in confusion.They said:
'Messengers have come from the magistrate to call someone to be guestioned.
When Féng Hsiao heard this he was so scared that his eyes stared vacantly
and his mouth gaped,If you do not _know what evil had befalledy him,see the
explanation in the next chapter.

: . Chapter ii

Madam Cg;a departs from Yang-chou to join the Immortals,

Lgng Tzu-hsing speeks at length of the Jung-kuo-Fu.

The story tells that when Féng Hsiao heard that messengers had brought a
summens from the magistrate he came out hastily and greeted them with a
smile and began to enquire.But the men merely shouted:'Se guick and
invite Mr Chgh 1g come out.' Feng Hsiao hastily replied with a smile: 'My
humble name is Feng.I am not called Ch8n.But I used to have & humble son-
in-law who was called Chén,only he has now been away from home for a year
or two.I do not know whether you are esking abo him.' The messengers
said:'We don't know anything about true or fals ince he is your son-in-
law we are going to take you to report to the T'ai-yeh in person.' And
tgey hustdadd Feng Hsiao gl L, went off with him.The members of the
Feng household were all 43%GhE and agitateg,They did not know what waf
the matter.At the time of the second watch Feng Hsiao at last ceme back.
They hurriedly esked him all about it.®As a matter of fect the newly
arrived magistrate is called Chia.His pbersonal name is Bua.He is a native
of Hu-chou.He is an old acquaintance of my son—in—law'éﬁe saw the girl
Chiaoc-hsing in our doorwey buying thread and so he assumed that my son-in
-law had removed and was living here.That is why the messengers came,T
explained the circumstances to him.The Tlei-yeh was moved with sorrow and
sighed for a while,and then he asked about my grand-daughter.I sald that
she had been lost while she was looking et the lanterns.The Thi-xeh said:
'Never mind.Weit until I send men to look for her.,They are sure to find @
her and bring her back.' He talked for & while and when I was going he
gave me two ounces of silver. en Mrs Chén heerd this she was
instinctively moved with forrow,

The night pagsed without incident but early the next day there was a
messenger from Yu-ts'un to present two packets of silver,four rolls of
embroidered satin as an expression of thanks to Mrg Ch@n,also 8 sealed
letter for Féng Hsiao entrusting him to ask Mrs Chen for Chieo~hsing as ¥
his *second chamber'. Feng Hsiao was so delighted that his gyebrows
opened and his eyes smiled.He was eager to g0 and ingratiate himself with
the magistrate.ds strongly urged the suit upon his daughter and that
night he escorted Chiao-hsing in & small chair into the yamen.That vab-
ts'un was pleased there is of course no need tg say.He wrapped up &
hundred dunces of silver and presented it to thg Hsiao and sent ever so
many gifts to Mrs Chén,and told her to bear up while she waited for him
to discover her child's whereabbouts.Now the slave-girl Chiao-hsing was
the one who on a fdmer Occasion had turned to glance at Yﬁ-ts'un.Because

" chain of events,something one would never have thought of.Unexpectedly i
her good fortune was comp%ete in two respects.She hag never thgought that
she woglg Egme to be at Yu-ts'ug's Side.A year later she gave birth to a
son,and ha & year afterward -tstunt I i i
ﬂnd’died.yﬁ_ g arddyu-tstun's principal wife suddenly took ill






